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PREFACE 

Unlike his grandfather, who shielded himself 
behind his Chancellor, the present Emperor has 
always insisted upon making himself the storm- 
centre of the debates in his Reichstag and among 
his people. He has played with many, if not all, 
of his cards upon the table. In accordance with 
this policy he has gone through his country from 
end to end and into foreign lands, everywhere 
announcing his policies and his views on every 
possible subject of interest or controversy. Up 
to 1905 he had made upward of five hundred and 
seventy speeches, and since that time has made 
almost as many more. It was manifestly impos- 
sible to give all of these speeches, and it was also 
thought unfair to give merely extracts which 
might fail to represent the spirit of the entire 
pronouncement. They are all printed, therefore, 
in the completest form available. Particular 
speeches have often been reported to the press 
in widely differing versions. In all cases only 
those speeches are here presented which have re- 
ceived official or semiofficial sanction. The text 



dress was delivered and to make plain the ref- 
erences to events embodied therein. Questions 
which have had a continuous interest, or which 
have had some lasting effect on Germany's policy, 
such as the attitude toward Alsace-Lorraine, the 
Social Democratic party, the retirement of Bis- 
marck, the development of the navy, the Morocco 
question, have been treated at greater length on 
the first fitting occasion. For the introductions, 
therefore, the compiler assumes responsibility. In 
preparing them he has had recourse to many in- 
cidental sources of information, and in many cases 
the true inwardness of certain situations is still 
as much a matter of controversy as the causes of 
the present war. For his facts generally, he has 
followed where possible, besides such incidental 
and contemporary sources, Bruno Gebhardt's 
"Handbuch der Deutschen Geschichte" (1913), 
the "Cambridge Modern History — The Latest 
Age," volume XII (1910), and the volumes of the 
"Statesman's Yearbook." In addition, for infor- 
mation concerning the internal development of 
Germany he has consulted and drawn upon the 
literature of this subject which has appeared in 
the last decade, but is more particularly indebted 
to Doctor Paul Liman's "Der Kaiser," Dawson's 
"The Evolution of Modern Germany," Barker's 
"Modern Germany," Price Collier's "Germany 



CONTENTS 

Preface V 

I 

THB HoBEIAOLLEEN TRADITION I 

II 
PMLTMINAIUES 25 

June 15, 1888— October 30, 1889. 

The Fint Official Act of the Emperor .... 25 
ScUon Friedrichikran, June lj, 1888. 

To My People 28 

Fotadam, June 18, 1888. 

Firtt Declaration of Policy 31 

Berlin, June 15, 1888. 

Opening of the Reichftag 39 

November 12, 1888. 

The Emperor and the Striking Miners 45 

May 14, 1889. 

Visit of the King of Italy 47 

Berlin, May 32, 1889. 

The English Fleet and the German Army .... 48 
Sandown Bay, Auguat 5, 1B89. 



Christening of a Cruiser 86 

Kiel, March 36, 1895. 

Visit to Bismarck 87 

Fried richinih, March 26, 1895. 

Opening of the Emperor William Canal .... 91 
Kiel, June 31, 1895. 

IV 

The Beginning of World Politics 95 

June 16, 1896— March az, 1905. 

The Beginning of World Politics 95 

Berlin, June 16, 1896. 

To the Recruits for the Navy 103 

WUhelnubavtn, February 11, 1896. 

A Toast to the Russian Emperor and Empress . . 104 
St. Petersburg, August 9, 1897. 

The Army Tradition 106 

Coblcntz, August 30, 1897. 

Toast to the Italian King and Queen 109 

Homburg, September 4, 1897. 

Address at a Dedication of Flags in 

Berlin, October 18, 1897. 

On Administering the Oath to the Recruits ... 113 
Berlin, November 18, 1897. 

The Chinese Situation and the Mailed Fist . . . 1 16 

December 15, 1S97. 

Address to the Regiments of the Body-Guard . 121 
Potsdam, June 16, 1898. 




CONTENTS 

FACE 

The Ocean Knocks at Our Door 160 

Kiel, July 3, 1900. 

Open the Way for Culture 163 

Bremen, July 27, 1900. 

Civis Romanus Sum 167 

Imperial Limes Museum, Saalburg, October 11, 1900. 

Cabinet Order to the Prussian Army 169 

January, 1901. 

Dedication of the Barracks of the Alexander Regiment 171 
March 28, 1901. 

To the Students at Bonn 174 

April 24, 190 1. 

A Place in the Sun 180 

Hamburg, June 18, 1 90 1. 

The Great Elector 184 

Kiel, June 20, 190 1. 

Entrance of Prince Eitel Friedrich into the Army . 189 
July 7, 1901. 

True Art 191 

Berlin, December 18, 1901. 

Monument to General von Rosenberg 201 

April 20, 1902. 

The Old Order Chaageth 203 

Aix, June 19, 1902. 

Alfred Krupp and the Socialists 209 

November 26, 1902. 

The Working Man Once More 213 

Breslau, December 5, 1902. 

••• 
xin 



The Necessity of Faith 259 

Muniter, August 31, 1907. 

English Journalists 364 

London, November 16, 1907. 

Alsace-Lorraine 265 

Strasburg, August 30, 1908. 

The Daily Telegraph Interview 267 

October 18, 1908. 

The Emperor and Count Zeppelin 373 

Manzcll, November 10, 1908. 

Regatta at Hamburg 274 

Hamburg, June IX, 1909. 

Review of the Fourteenth Army Corps 278 

Karlsruhe, September 11, 1909. 

Emperor by Divine Right 279 

Konigsbcrg, Augutt 15, 1910. 

The Hundredth Anniversary of the Founding of the 

University of Berlin 285 

Berlin, October it, 1910. 

The Emperor in Brussels 290 

October 17. 1910. 

Alcohol and the School* 293 

Cassel, August 10, 1911. 

International Competition 295 

Hamburg, August 17, 1911. 

Imperial Glories 299 

Aix, October 18, 1911. 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

■ William II, German Emperor Frontupiect 



'The Emperor in the Year of His Coronation, 1888 

(Age 29) 26 



"Our Future Lies upon the Water." The Emperor 
on Shipboard in the Autumn of 1898 . 



- The Emperor in 1900 168 




I 

THE HOHENZOLLERN 
TRADITION 

Ernest Renan, the author of that once heret- 
ical "Life of Jesus," was by temperament unen- 
thusiastic and had further schooled himself to 
look upon all human events with high uncon- 
cern. The great sceptic had been born in 1823; 
he was therefore sixty-five at the time of the ac- 
cession of William II, and his declining health, in 
Horatian phrase, refused to allow him to enter 
upon any long hope. In looking forward to his 
inevitable end one thing, he said, afflicted him. 
He regretted only that he was not to see, in its 
later and more decisive phases, the unfolding of 
the multiform personality of the new German 
Emperor. To him it was an intellectual puzzle, 
more intricate and more interesting than any he 
had encountered in the many cycles of the history 
of the Hebrews or in the complicated schisms of 
the church. In the early years of his reign the 
youthful Emperor was regarded with much in- 




THE HOHENZOLLERN TRADITION 

his much-vaunted alliance with God was the trick 
of a wily despot. 

"Then will there not be stones enough from 
Lorraine to Pomerania to stone this counterfeit 
Moses. William II is in very truth casting 
against fate those terrible 'iron dice* to which 
the now-forgotten Bismarck once alluded. If he 
win he may have within and without the frontiers 
altars such as were raised to Augustus; should 
he lose, exile, the traditional exile, in England 
awaits him — a degraded exile, the exile with 
which he so sternly threatens those who deny his 
infallibility. 

"M. Renan is therefore quite right: there is 
nothing more attractive at this period of the cen- 
tury than to witness the final development of 
William II. In the course of years (may God 
make them slow and lengthy 1) this youth, ardent, 
pleasing, fertile in imagination, of sincere, perhaps 
heroic, soul, may be sitting in calm majesty in his 
Berlin Schloss presiding over the destinies of 
Europe — or he may be in the Hotel Metropole 
in London sadly unpacking from his exile's hand- 
bag the battered double crown of Prussia and 
Germany." 

This drama of a life is twenty-three years 
nearer its climax than it was when Renan bade 

5 




THE HOHENZOLLERN TRADITION 

sadors. When treaties are related to matters 
regulated by imperial legislation, and when war 
is not merely defensive, the Emperor must have 
the consent of the Bundesrat, in which, together 
with the Reichstag, are vested the legislative 
functions of the empire. But de facto, and through 
her power of veto, Prussia controls the Bundesrat, 
and as King of Prussia the Emperor controls 
Prussia. 

That, even so, the Constitution is not the real 
and final source of political power, but a convenient 
political instrument, which in the mind of so great 
an authority as Bismarck might still easily be 
changed without consulting the people, we may 
gather from the fact that the Great Chancellor 
frequently debated the question of limiting the 
suffrage. "The blind Hodhur* [the German elec- 
tor] does not know how to manipulate in his coarse 
hands the Nuremberg toy [the Reichstag] which 
I gave him, and through his voting he is ruining 
the Fatherland. " According to Hohenlohe, Bis- 
marck considered setting aside the Reichstag and 
returning to the old Bundestag. 

The late Price Collier, an enthusiastic admirer 
of Germany, is therefore quite justified in saying: 
"This Reichstag is really only nominally a por- 

*In None mythology Hodhur was the powerful blind god who 
slew Balder. 




THE HOHENZOLLERN TRADITION 

regard the framing of the present Constitution 
and the building up of the present German Em- 
pire not as the last stage in the attempt to give 
freedom and self-government to the German peo- 
ple, but to guarantee and maintain the supremacy 
of Prussia. Whether or not this is a possible 
view, it is, in any case, one occasionally to be 
found implied in the speeches of the Emperor, 
and it came to open expression in the statement 
of William I that the empire was merely a 
"greater Prussia." So, too, when a few years 
ago Alsace-Lorraine proved itself recalcitrant to 
the wishes of its imperial master, he threatened 
that he would make of it a "Prussian province."* 

It need, therefore, not appear as startling as 
would otherwise be the case if on occasions which 
to us would seem peculiarly appropriate (as, for 
instance, the famous Konigsberg speech, August 
25, 1910) the Emperor makes no mention what- 
ever of the Constitution. The sources of his power 
and the sanction for his authority he finds not in 
this instrument but in the history of his ancestors. 

To understand the personality and the speeches 



« 



•On this occasion a Socialist orator deckred in the Reichstag: 
We salute the imperial words as the confession, full of weight and 
coming from a competent source, that annexation to Prussia is the 
heaviest punishment that one can threaten to impose upon a people 
for its resistance against Germany. It is a punishment like hard 
labor in the penitentiary, with loss of civil rights." 

II 




THE HOHENZOLLERN TRADITION 

into prominence through the fact that he had cast 
in his lot with King Sigismund of Hungary. The 
services which he rendered the King, however 
valuable, were not altogether disinterested, and it 
is said that he largely increased his fortune thereby. 
He seems not to have been content with mere 
promises, and it is a matter of record that Sigis- 
mund pledged to him certain districts in Hungary 
as security for 40,000 gulden. As Frederick was 
to lay the foundation for the greatness of the house 
of Hohenzollern and as Emperor William is fond 
of repeating that he came to Brandenburg in 
obedience to a summons from on high, this chapter 
in the history of the Emperor's house is particu- 
larly significant and interesting. 

For some time previously Brandenburg had 
been unfortunate in its rulers and had frequently 
changed hands. In 1373 it had been sold for 
500,000 gulden to Emperor Charles IV, who 
turned it over to his son Wenceslaus. In 1378 
it passed to Wenceslaus' half brother, the Sigis- 
mund mentioned above. Sigismund was in 
financial difficulty. A few years later, therefore, 
he pledged the mark of Brandenburg to his 
cousins Jobst and Procop of Moravia as security 
for a loan of 500,000 gulden. Sigismund de- 
faulted payment in 1393, so that the margraviate 
passed to them. In 1410 Sigismund eagerly de- 

13 



THE HOHENZOLLERN TRADITION 

John. In spiteof Frederickof Hohenzollern'sdevo- 
uon to the cause of religion, the Shakespearean 
motto, "Thrift, thrift, Horatio," may be taken to 
explain satisfactorily his conduct in this regard. 
That the nobles would be unruly he must have 
expected. His own activities and his acceptance 
of the mark had helped to make them so. Fred- 
crick's later service consisted in dispelling a con- 
fusion which he had helped to create. 

In these larger transactions the first great 
Hohenzollem does not seem to have been given 
to listening to the still small voice. Incidentally, 
he was later to turn against Sigismund. The 
assumption, therefore, that he left his southern 
home for the mark out of heed for a divine call, 
as Emperor William in his speech of February 3, 
1899, tells us that he did, is historically, like La- 
place's God, a useless hypothesis. Self-interest, 
for which he seems to have had a fairly keen sense, 
would have impelled him to do no less. Yet it is 
upon the fails et gestes of Frederick of Hohen- 
zollem that Emperor William II bases his claims 
to rule Germany by divine right. 

As we have seen, the mortgage was not dis- 
charged, and Frederick had been formally invested 
with the margraviate and electorship in 1417. 
He lifted the mark out of the deplorable condition 
in which he found it, compelled obedience, and 




THE HOHENZOLLERN TRADITION 

his French sympathies and the fact that he was, 
in this regard, not a kerndeutscher Mann that Wil- 
liam II rarely speaks of him personally and men- 
tions usually only his services to his country. 

Frederick died in 1786. He had raised Prussia 
to the position of a first-rate power and, in Dis- 
raeli's phrase, left it "regarded if not respected." 
His successor, Frederick William II, is remembered 
mostly because of the scandalous character of his 
life, and he showed none of the characteristics of 
the energetic Hohenzollerns. A contemporary 
says of him: "He bears the greatest resemblance 
to an Asiatic prince, who, living within his harem 
with his slaves of both sexes, leaves the business 
of the state to his viziers. The wall, twelve feet 
in height, by which the new garden at Potsdam is 
enclosed, reminds one of the enclosure of a 
seraglio." He was succeeded by his son, Freder- 
ick William III, in 1797. This conscientious but 
ill-starred ruler was to be rendered famous through 
his misfortunes in the time of Napoleon and has 
been overshadowed somewhat in history by his 
beautiful, devoted, and heroic wife Louise. They 
stand closer to modern history than is generally 
realized. The present Emperor often mentions 
them for their heroism and the brave part they 
played in the War of Liberation and in freeing 

their country from the incubus of the Napoleonic 

21 




THE HOHENZOLLERN TRADITION 

the chapel at Konigsberg that William I arranged 
for and held his coronation. He cannot be said 
to have been crowned; for although his brother 
had granted Prussia a constitution William him- 
self raised the crown from the altar, set it on his 
own head, and announced in a loud voice: "I re- 
ceive this crown from God's hand and from none 
other." 

It was such a legacy that the present Emperor 
inherited when, after the few months' reign of his 
father, he succeeded to the imperial office; and it 
is this legacy and this tradition which, in fairness 
to the Emperor, we must remember in reading 
such seemingly strange pronouncements as his own 
address at Konigsberg in 1910. 

The later events in German history and the 
subsequent policies of the empire are touched 
upon in such detail that further preamble is 
hardly necessary. That the Emperor has every- 
where energetically taken the lead is undoubted. 
That he should be held responsible in general for 
German diplomacy is implied in his position. 
That he has urged and directed the movement in 
nearly every field of endeavor is plain from the 
varied character of his addresses. No one can 
doubt after reading him that he desired peace, in 
the sense that he preferred peace to war. The- 

question that will undoubtedly interest the reader 

23 




II 

PRELIMINARIES 

June 15, 1888— October 30, 1889 
THE FIRST OFFICIAL ACT OF THE EMPEROR 

Schloss Friedrichskron, June 15, 1888 

The aged Emperor William I, grandfather of 
William II, departed this life March 9, 1888. 
He was succeeded by his son, Frederick III, who, 
after a reign of only a few months, died on June 
1 5 of the same year. The present Emperor, whp 
was born on January 27, 1859, was, therefore, 
twenty-nine at the time of his accession to the 
throne. It is characteristic that his first official 
act should have been an order to the army. 

The close connection between the army and the 
Prussian Kings is a tradition which William II 
sedulously maintained. In later speeches he will 
frequently give evidence of this desire on his part 
and will quote characteristic sayings of his an- 
cestors to the effect that the army is the "rochet 
de bronze" that it is "the only pillar on which the 
empire rests." He will repeat to the army of- 
ficers that phrase of his grandfather: "These are 
the gentlemen upon whom I can rely." 

*5 




i888] TilE FIRST OFFICIAL ACT 

Even ere you, my troops, had put aside the 
external signs of mourning for your Emperor 
and King, William I, who . lives ever in your 
hearts, you are called upon to suffer another 
heavy blow through the death this morning, at 
five minutes past eleven, of my dear and deeply 
beloved father, his Majesty, the Emperor and 
King, Frederick III. 

It is in these serious days of mourning that 
God's will places me at the head of the army, and 
it is from a heart stirred deeply, indeed, that I 
address my first words to my troops. 

I enter with implicit confidence, however, upon 
this duty to which God has called me; for I know 
what a sense for honor and duty has been im- 
planted in the army by my glorious ancestors, 
and I know to what degree this sense has ever 
and at all times displayed itself. 

The absolutely inviolable dependence upon the 
war lord [Kriegsherr] is, in the army, the inheri- 
tance which descends from father to son, from 
generation to generation. I would direct your 
gaze to my grandfather, who stands before the 
eyes of all of you, the glorious war lord, worthy 
of all honor — a spectacle more beautiful than 
any other and one which speaks most tellingly to 
our hearts; I would direct your gaze to my dear 

father, who even as Crown Prince won for himself 

27 




i888] TO MY PEOPLE 

more liberal English tradition. Critics of William 
II have occasionally annoyed him by repeating, 
justly or unjustly, that his father regarded certain 
elements in his character with disapproval. How- 
ever that may be, it is true that the people re- 
garded Frederick in a different light from that in 
which they have come to regard his son. In read- 
ing the speeches of William II one is conscious of 
the fact that he is speaking from a certain emi- 
nence, that the Emperor never forgets that he en- 
joys the advantage of position. He has, therefore, 
put between himself and his people a certain dis- 
tance which did not exist in the case of his father. 
The father treated his subjects as if he were one of 
them, and it is this fact that led them fondly to call 
him "Unset Fritz." However great the respect 
which they feel for the son, none of his subjects 
would think of bestowing any such title on Wil- 
liam II, and, even if they did, it is doubtful 
whether he would feel in any way complimented 
thereby. He is in this respect more like his an- 
cestor Frederick the Great than like his father 
or grandfather, and it is a striking fact that 
in all his speeches he never once mentions this 
somewhat familiar title, of which his father was 
proud. 



God has again hung about us the pall of deepest 

mourning. Hardly had the grave closed upon 

my ever-memorable grandfather, than his Majesty, 

my dearly beloved father, was called from this 

29 




i888] FIRST DECLARATION OF POLICY 

Emperor William's announcement with regard 
to his personal friendship and the interests of the 
realm may be taken as heralding a new era in 
German foreign policy. He inaugurated what has v 
been called "personal diplomacy," and felt that 
it was possible to arrange the relationships be- 
tween states by personally visiting and confer- 
ring with other sovereigns. Shortly after his ac- 
cession, therefore, he set out on a tour of the 
European capitals. Bismarck, who planned his 
foreign relations on the basis of race psychology 
and possible future clashes of interests, opposed 
this strenuously. The visit to St. Petersburg 
(19th to 24th of July, 1888) gave rise to certain 
unpleasant scenes and was only returned by the 
Czar in a very perfunctory manner fifteen months 
later (October 1 1 , 1 889) . The effect of the friendly 
attentions shown the Czar on this occasion was 
doubtless weakened by the fact that, less than 
three weeks later, Emperor William felt called 
upon to visit the Sultan, by whom he was most 
enthusiastically received in Constantinople. Even 
though the Emperor was most sincere in his de- 
sire to preserve friendship with Russia, events 
were to prove that his method of cultivating diplo- 
matic relations was far less successful than Bis- 
marck's way of working in silence and waiting for 
events. 

With regard to the internal administration of 
the realm, the problem that seemed most pressing 
to William II was the rapid growth of the Social 
Democratic party. This problem had already en- 
gaged the attention of William I and of Bismarck, 

33 




i888] FIRST DECLARATION OF POLICY 

wars, he ruled with a love of peace. This same 
example the reign of my late father strove to 
maintain in so far as he was not thwarted in his 
aims by his illness and death. 

I have called you together, Honored Gentlemen, 
in order in your presence to announce to the Ger- 
man people that I am determined, as Emperor 
and as King, to follow in that same path by which 
my late grandfather won for himself the trust of 
his allies, the love of the German people, and the 
kindly recognition of foreign countries. It lies 
with God whether I shall be successful in this or 
not; but earnestly shall I strive to that end. 

The most important tasks of the German Em- 
peror lie in the province of establishing military 
and political safety for the realm from without 
and in supervising the execution of the laws of the 
empire within. The Constitution of the empire 
forms the highest of these laws. To guard and 
defend it and all those rights which it secures to 
both of the legislative bodies* of the nation and 
to every German citizen, as well as those which 
it secures to the Emperor and to each of the states 
of the union, and to the reigning princes, is the 
most important right and duty of the Emperor. 

With regard to legislation in the realm, accord- 
ing to the Constitution I am called upon to act 

* Bundcsrat and Reichstag. 
3S 




i888] FIRST DECLARATION OF POLICY 

cherish the hope that in fostering our internal 
welfare I shall receive the harmonious support of 
all true subjects of the realm, without division of 
party. 

I hold it, however, likewise my duty to see to 
it that our political and social development pro- 
ceeds according to law and to meet with firmness 
any attempt which aims at undermining the order 
of the state. 

In foreign politics I am determined to keep 
peace with every one in so far as in me lies. My 
love for the German army and my position in it 
will never lead me into the temptation of robbing 
the country of the benefits of peace, unless some 

provisions for support, upon which they may make rightful claim. 
In our attempts to this end we are sure of the support of all the af- 
filiated governments and count upon the support of the Reichstag 
without distinction of parties. To this end a draft of a bill for the 
protection of laborers against accidents, which was presented by the 
affiliated governments in the previous session, will be reformulated 
in view of the discussions held in the Reichstag and will be offered 
for further consideration. As a supplement to it, a project will be 
brought forward which proposes a similar organization of the funds 
for laboring men's sick insurance. But those, too, who on account 
of age or infirmity are no longer able to work have just claim upon 
the community for a higher degree of governmental protection 
than it has previously been possible to accord them. To find the 
proper ways and means for making such provision is one of the most 
difficult but one of the highest tasks of any society which is based 
upon the foundations of a Christian national life. By calling upon 
the sources of this strong national life and organizing it into in- 
corporated associations under state protection we hope to bring 
about the solution of problems which the state alone could not solve 
with the same success. But even in this way the goal cannot be 
reached without the employment of important means/' 

37 




i888] OPENING OF THE REICHSTAG 

To my great satisfaction, our existing agree- 
ments with Austria-Hungary and Italy permit me 
to foster carefully my personal friendship for the 
Russian Emperor and the friendly relations which 
have existed for a hundred years with the neigh- 
boring Russian Empire, a course which accords 
with my own feelings as well as with the interests 
of Germany. 

I stand as ready to serve the Fatherland in the 
conscientious promotion of peace as in the care 
for our army and rejoice in the traditional rela- 
tions with foreign powers through which my efforts 
in the former direction are being furthered. 

Trusting in God and in the ability of our peo- 
ple to defend themselves, I entertain the hope 
that for an appreciable time we may be allowed 
to preserve and strengthen through peaceful labor 
what my two predecessors on the throne had ac- 
quired through their efforts on the field of battle. 



OPENING OF THE REICHSTAG 

Berlin, November 22, 1888 

The first months of the Emperor's reign were 
devoted largely to visiting the heads of the con- 
federated German states and in cultivating the 
acquaintance of foreign rulers. His main pur- 
pose, as he tells us on a later occasion, was to com- 
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I greet with joy the signs of a revival of eco- 
nomic activity in various fields. Even though 
the pressure which bears upon the farmer is not 
yet relieved, nevertheless, as I look forward to 
the possibility which has lately appeared of a 
greater utilization of certain agricultural prod- 
ucts, I hope that an amelioration also of this most 
powerful branch of our industrial work will be 
brought about. 

The bill which has already been announced on 
the regulation of the industrial and agricultural 
societies will be laid before you for your decision. 
It is to be hoped that the enfranchising of asso- 
ciations with limited liability which the bill pro- 
poses will prove itself beneficial in increasing agri- 
cultural credit. 

Certain shortcomings which have appeared in 
connection with the insurance against sickness 
call for legal remedy. The necessary preliminary 
investigations for this have so far progressed as to 
make it possible, in all probability, to lay before 
you in the course of this session an adequate pres- 
entation of the case. 

As a precious legacy from my grandfather, I 
have taken over the problem of carrying out the 
social-political legislation begun by him. I do 
not allow myself to be carried away by the hope 
that through legal measures the exigencies of our 
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Our relations with all foreign governments are 
peaceful, and my efforts are continually directed 
toward cementing this peace. Our treaties with 
Austria and Italy have no other aim. It is in- 
compatible with my Christian faith and with the 
duties which as Emperor I have assumed toward 
the people needlessly to bring upon Germany the 
sorrows of a war, even of a victorious one. In this 
conviction I have looked upon it as my duty soon 
after I ascended the throne to greet not only my 
affiliated rulers within the realm but also the 
friendly neighboring sovereigns. I have sought 
to find an understanding with them concerning 
the fulfilment of this trust which God has placed 
upon us, of preserving, so far as in us lies, the 
peace and welfare of our people. The confidence 
with which I and my policies have been received 
at all the courts which I have visited leads me to 
hope that, with God's help, I and my allies and 
my friends will succeed in preserving the peace 
of Europe. 



THE EMPEROR AND THE STRIKING MINERS 

Berlin, May 14, 1889 

The Emperor's change of attitude toward the 
Socialists is evident from his conduct in the con- 
flict which had arisen in the Rhenish and West- 
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when your combined demands shall have been ful- 
filled at all the mines. 

As for the demands themselves, I shall, through 
my government, carefully examine them and have 
the results of the investigation delivered to you 
through the appointed authorities. Should, how- 
ever, there occur transgressions against the pub- 
lic order and peace, or should the agitation ally 
itself with the Social Democrats, then I should not 
be in a position to reconcile your wishes with my 
good-will as ruler. For, to me, every Social Demo- 
crat is synonymous with an enemy of the realm 
and of the Fatherland. Should I, therefore, dis- 
cover that Social-Democratic tendencies become 
involved in the agitation and instigate unlawful 
opposition, I will step in sternly and ruthlessly 
and bring to bear all the power that I possess — 
and it is great. 

Now go to your homes, think over what I have 
said, and seek to influence your comrades to re- 
flection. Above all, however, you must not, 
under any circumstances, hinder your comrades 
who wish to return to their work. 

VISIT OF THE KING OF ITALY 

Berlin, May 22, 1889 

At the time of the great spring review of this 
year, King Humbert came to Berlin to return the 
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I prize most highly the honor which has been 
shown me by the Queen in appointing me admiral 
of the English fleet. I sincerely rejoice to have 
seen the manoeuvres of the fleet, which I consider 
the finest in the world. Germany possesses an 
army which answers to her needs, and if the Brit- 
ish nation possesses a fleet sufficient for the needs 
of England, this in itself will be considered by 
Europe in general as a weighty factor in the main- 
tenance of peace. 



THE ENGLISH ARMY 

Aldershot, August 7, 1889 

On his mother's side, who was a princess royal 
of England, the Emperor was a grandson of Queen 
Victoria, to whom he paid frequent visits and 
whom he held in high regard. William II began 
his reign with cordial feelings toward his island 
neighbors. If the friendship between the two na- 
tions was never particularly close, the estrange- 
ment of modern times may be said to have begun 
in colonial and commercial rivalries in the last 
decades of the nineteenth century and to have 
been sharpened by events in China and especially 
by the Boer War. The situation became more 
acute after the Morocco incident, in 1904-5, 
and when on that occasion England sided with 
France she was by a large portion of the German 
people definitely aligned with their enemies. The 
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AFTER BISMARCK 

May 6, 1890 — June 21, 1895 
OPENING OF THE REICHSTAG 

Berlin, May 6, 1890 

This address to the Reichstag is of particular 
importance. The Emperor had now visited most 
of the sovereigns of Europe and felt that he had 
established himself. He was here definitely out- 
lining a policy which he himself had framed. In 
that period when the Emperor was still Prince 
William, Bismarck had said: "In him there is 
something of Frederick the Great, and he is also 
able to become as despotic as Frederick the Great. 
What a blessing that we have a parliamentary 
government !" He had likewise prophesied that 
the Emperor would be his own chancellor, and he 
had discovered in his own case that the prophecy 
was a true one. In the spring of this year, after 
numerous misunderstandings, Bismarck had him- 
self been forced into retirement, and henceforth 
his name will be mentioned but rarely. One of 
the points on which they had disagreed was pre- 
cisely this project for labor legislation, which 
was, unfortunately, not destined to fulfil the hopes 
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existed. Of 219 "aggressive" strikes in Berlin in 
1905* organized by the "free" trades federations, 
55 were for the introduction of wage agreements. 

The Emperor's disappointment at the failure of 
his policy to check the growing disaffection of 
the laboring classes will later be evident. 

It is significant that in this address, though 
measures for the army are strongly urged, there 
is as yet no mention of the navy. 

Honored Gentlemen: 

Since you have been chosen in the recent elec- 
tions to work in common with the allied govern- 
ments, I bid you welcome at this the opening of 
the eighth legislative session of the Reichstag. I 
earnestly hope that you may succeed in finding a 
satisfactory solution for the important problems 
of legislation which here confront you. A num- 
ber of these problems are of so pressing a nature 
that it did not seem possible to defer longer the 
summoning of the Reichstag. 

I consider as most important among them the 
further enlargement of the bill concerning the pro- 
tection of the laborer. The strikes which have oc- 
curred in different parts of the country during the 
past year have given me occasion to bring about 
an investigation of the question as to whether our 
present legislation has, to the fullest extent, taken 
cognizance of those wishes of the working people 
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shall make it possible to use them as mediators in 
cases of dispute between employers and employees 
over the terms on which labor shall be continued 
or resumed. 

I trust that your willing co-operation will secure 
an agreement of the law-making bodies concern- 
ing the reform laid before you and thereby take a 
step forward toward the solution of our relations 
to the laboring class. The more the laboring 
population recognizes the serious earnestness with 
which the government is striving to render their 
status satisfactory, so much the more will they be 
conscious of the dangers which must arise from 
their insistence upon extravagant and impossible 
demands. In the proper provision for the laborer 
lies the most effective means of increasing the 
strength which I and my associated rulers are 
called upon and willing to use in opposing with 
unyielding determination any attempt to shake 
the provisions of the law. 

Nevertheless, in the case of this reform there 
can be question only of such measures as are fea- 
sible without endangering the Fatherland's indus- 
trial activity and with it the most important vital 
interests of the laborer himself. Our industry 
forms only one department in the economic work 
of all the peoples who take part in the competition 
in the market of the world. With this in mind, I 
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our defense, and the friendly relations now exist- 
ing with ail foreign powers, in order to further 
prosperity and civilization. For the accomplish- 
ment of this task, however, we need an armed 
force compatible with our position in the heart of 
Europe. Every postponement of matters per- 
taining to the army endangers the political bal- 
ance of power and with it the success of our 
policy directed toward maintaining peace. 

Since the basis of our army organization was 
decided upon for a definite period the military 
organization of our neighbors has been broadened 
and perfected to an unforeseen degree. Indeed, 
we, too, have neglected nothing in our attempt to 
strengthen our forces, in so far as this was possi- 
ble within the limits prescribed by the law. 
Nevertheless, what we could do within these 
limits was so little that we cannot postpone a 
consideration of the whole question without danger 
to ourselves. An increase of the present peace 
strength and an increase of the bodies of troops 
— especially for the field-artillery — must not be 
longer deferred. A bill will be laid before you 
according to which the necessary measures for 
strengthening the army will go into effect on the 
1st of October of this year. 

The plan which has been instituted in West 
Africa toward the suppression of the slave-trade 
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will be remembered that in 1864 Bismarck suc- 
ceeded in enlisting Austria to aid Prussia in a 
war upon Denmark, which was at that time de- 
prived of Schleswig-Holstein, the harbor of Kiel, 
and more than 1,000,000 inhabitants. One of the 
battles of the war to which the Emperor refers 
was fought in this district. The address was 
made at the banquet following the review. 

'My opinion of to-day's performance of the 
Ninth Army Corps under the command of your 
Excellency [General von Leszczynski] I have al- 
ready expressed to you and your officers. 

Whoever, like myself, has for any length of 
time stood at the front or partly at the front and 
partly as spectator has been present at many 
imperial manoeuvres knows what such a parade 
means to an army corps. I know very well what 
arduous preliminary labor is involved, the agita- 
tion, the attention, the exertion of the troops. I 
know very well how each individual officer, high 
or low, every soldier, rejoices in and yet with a 
certain solicitude looks forward to the moment 
when he shall parade before his war lord.* 

I know from my own experience when I was 
still a captain what satisfaction I felt when my 
adjutant could call to me that the Emperor had 
nodded as the company passed by him. This 

* Kriegsherr. 
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ested in agriculture; and his estate in East Prussia 
has been in a sense an experiment station. He 
prides himself on being a pioneer and in person- 
ally supervising his domain and is occasionally 
pleased to call himself a farmer. He attended the 
meetings of the Prussian Agricultural Commis- 
sion and at one of the sessions took part in the 
discussion on the means of safeguarding the life 
of the laborers. 

Two points have occurred to me which I would 
like to ask you to consider. It is worthy of note 
that during my reign there have been brought 
to my attention many striking cases in which 
laboring women have been killed through acci- 
dents with machinery. I receive regularly from 
the Minister of Justice tabulated lists of requests* 
for pardon, and it seems to me that there is among 
them a striking number of cases of women farm- 
hands who have met with accidents in tending 
machines. As has already been said, I am not 
granting these pardons as freely as formerly. It 
is to be noted, furthermore, that a great differ- 
ence prevails in the adjudication of the cases in 
which penalties may be inflicted and in the 
penalties themselves. I next inquired why these 
women workers — it was especially girls working 
with the thrashing-machines — were killed, and it 

•From employers, of course. 
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was, however, merely one of many grievances. 
Since the time of the Franco-Prussian War, 
Alsace-Lorraine had been governed like a con- 
quered province — by a governor appointed by, and 
responsible to, the Emperor alone. Up to this 
time the policy had been one of repression, save 
for a very brief period. It is possible that the 
Emperor might have been inclined to give them 
some relief had it not been for the unfortunate 
result of the visit of his mother to Paris. After a 
visit in London, the Empress Frederick, in Feb- 
ruary, 1 891 (it is supposed on the advice of her 
son), visited Paris and, while there, was to ask 
certain of the French artists to exhibit at the 
Berlin exhibition. It had evidently been assumed 
that the time had come for a rapprochement. The 
Empress descended at the German embassy very 
quietly and had received promises from several 
artists, when her presence in Paris became known 
to the League of French Patriots and to the ger- 
manophobe Deroulede, who immediately started 
a violent agitation and demonstrations against 
Germany. The artists withdrew their promises 
under the pressure of outraged patriotic opinion, 
and the situation became so tense that the Em- 
press was forced to depart very hastily in a manner 
that suggested flight. The incident tended to 
make bad feeling on both sides and reacted un- 
favorably upon the attitude of the empire toward 
the former French provinces. The difficulties of 
circulation were increased, and the regulations 
about passes were made particularly trying. 
These difficulties were removed in 1899, but the 
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mitted that the sense of the imperial utterance was 
properly given. With regard to Alsace-Lorraine, 
the Emperor has tried both kindness and severity. 
The Zabern incident proved that in neither of 
these policies had he succeeded in winning either 
the love or the subjection of the inhabitants. 

The following is the estimate of Dr. H. A. Gib- 
bons on the situation in Alsace-Lorraine im- 
mediately before the outbreak of the European 
War: 

"One could easily fill many pages with illustra- 
tions of senseless persecutions, most of them of the 
pettiest character, but some more serious in na- 
ture, which Alsace and Lorraine have had to 
endure since the granting of the constitution. 
Newspapers, illustrated journals, clubs, and or- 
ganizations of all kinds have been annoyed con- 
stantly by police interference. Their editors, 
artists, and managers have been brought fre- 
quently into court. Zislin and Hansi, celebrated 
caricaturists, have found themselves provoked 
to bolder and bolder defiances by successive con- 
demnations and have endured imprisonment as 
well as fines. Hansi was sentenced to a year's im- 
prisonment by the High Court of Leipsic only a 
month before the present war broke out and 
chose exile rather than a Prussian fortress. 

"The greatest effort during the past few years 
has been made in the schools to influence the minds 
of the growing generation against the 'souvenir 
de France,' and to impress upon the Alsacians what 
good fortune had come to them to be born Ger- 
man citizens. 
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notizer, he tests the degree of the hypnotized man's 
sleep: he puts the glowing iron to his body, the 
body sizzles and smokes, but the hypnotized man 
does not awake. 

"This miserable, ill man, who has lost his 
mind from the exercise of ^power, with these 
words offends everything which can be holy for 
a man of our time, and men — Christians, liberals, 
cultured men of our time, all of them — are not 
only not provoked by this insult but do not even 
notice it." 

It is possible that such criticism and the resent- 
ment aroused in the minds of the law-abiding 
Socialists led him later to tone down his utter- 
ances, though on one subsequent occasion, again 
with the Socialists in mind, he made a somewhat 
similar address (March 28, 1901). 

Recruits to the Regiment of My Guard: 

You are brought together here from all parts 
of the empire to fulfil your military duty, and 
in this holy place have just sworn fealty to your 
Emperor to your last breath. You are still too 
young to understand all this. You will, however, 
little by little, be made familiar with its signifi- 
cance. Do not imagine it too difficult, and trust 
in God; occasionally also say the Lord's Prayer 

— that has frequently given many a warrior fresh 
courage. 

Children of my guard, to-day you have become 

incorporated into my army; you now stand under 
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your own relatives, brothers, yes, parents — which 
God forbid — but even then you must follow my 
command without a murmur. 

Entirely similar, but shorter, is a clipping from 
the Berlin "paper Das Folk, according to the ac- 
count of one who heard the speech. 

You have sworn to me the oath of loyalty; that 
means, from now on you know only one command, 
and that is my most high command; you have 
only one enemy, and that is my enemy ! And so 
I may sometime — which God forbid — have to bid 
you to shoot upon your own relatives, yes, brothers 
and parents — then remember your oath ! 



THE EMPEROR'S FIRST ARMY BILL 

Berlin, July 4, 1893 

The opposition between the Reichstag and the 
government reached a climax when the session 
which opened in 1886 was dissolved in January, 
1887, because it refused to vote for the bill fixing 
the army status for the ensuing seven years. 
The next Reichstag, elected in February, voted 
the bill. In spite of the fact that the new ar- 
rangement was to have been effective until 
March, 1894, as early as the session of 1890 
changes were introduced which fixed the peace 
footing at 468,983 men, exclusive of the one-year 

75 




i893l THE EMPEROR'S FIRST ARMY BILL 

achieved, was presented to the last Reichstag. 
To my great regret the project did not meet with 
the approval of the representatives of the people. 
The conviction, unanimously shared by my co- 
rulers, that in the face of the development of the 
military arrangements of the other powers this 
government could no longer put off such a shaping 
of its military status as should guarantee its safety 
and its future led to the decision to dissolve the 
Reichstag and, by the calling of new representa- 
tives to attain the end recognized as necessary. 
Since the proposal of this law the political situation 
of Europe has undergone no change. To my great 
satisfaction, the relations of the empire to the 
foreign states are altogether and everywhere 
friendly and free from any cloud. The organized 
military force of Germany, however, compares 
still more unfavorably with that of our neighbors 
than it did last year. Since her geographical 
position and her historical development impose 
upon Germany the duty of taking thought for a 
proportionately large standing army, the further 
development of our defensive strength, therefore, 
with regard to the progress of other countries be- 
comes a pressing necessity. In order to satisfy 
the duties constitutionally laid upon me, it seemed 
to me incontrovertible that I should exercise 
every existing means at my command toward the 
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in the manner brought forward last autumn in 
the -draft of the proposed taxation bill. Never- 
theless, the question of making good the deficit is 
still the object of continued discussions. I expect 
that a proposal will be set before you by the be- 
ginning of the next winter session in which is ex- 
pressed, even more strongly than in the former 
bill, the principle that the providing of the neces- 
sary means must be carried out with the utmost 
regard for the individual's ability to pay and 
with as little draft as possible upon our power of 
levying taxes. Until the expiration of the present 
official year the contributions from the various 
states may be drawn upon to cover the excess. 

Honored Sirs, we have succeeded in the diffi- 
cult task of welding the German race into a strong 
union. The nation honors those who have given 
their possessions and their blood for this work 
and who have brought the Fatherland to political 
and industrial prosperity — a prosperity which is 
the pride and the pleasure of their contemporaries 
and which, if they build in the same spirit as their 
fathers, will guarantee to the generations to come 
the greatness and the happiness of the empire. 
To protect the glorious acquisitions with which 
God has blessed us in our struggle for indepen- 
dence is our most sacred duty. We can, however, 
only fulfil such a duty toward the Fatherland by 
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for my remaining away has been rightly under- 
stood. 

I rejoice to see the monument to my late grand- 
father at length finished and to be able to allow 
my troops to pass before it. Metz and my army 
corps are a corner-stone in the military might of 
Germany, destined to protect the peace of Ger- 
many—yes, of all Europe— and it is my firm pur- 
pose to maintain this peace. 

I thank the city of Metz for its festive welcome, 
and I pray you that my thanks be made known to 
the citizens through an official announcement. 
If I have removed my headquarters to Urville it 
is because as a landholder in Lorraine I could not 
do otherwise, since my subjects in this province 
wish to have me there. In token of my imperial 
favor I extend to the burgomaster a golden chain 
of office which the burgomasters of Metz shall be 
entitled to wear from this time forth. It gives 
me especial pleasure, however, to be able to 
bestow this chain upon the present burgomaster. 

DEDICATION OF FLAGS 

Berlin, October 18, 1894 

Through a reorganization of the army which 
was to be made effective in the next legislative 
session, a large number of partial bodies of troops 
were created which were later to be increased to 
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in our German history. I first salute the mauso- 
leum of him* whose birthday was once wont to 
fill the entire German Fatherland with jubilation, 
the mausoleum of him to whom it was granted to 
win glorious victories under the eyes of the great, 
heroic Emperor, his father, and to cover r the 
flags which were consecrated in 1861 with glory. 
They were nailed to their staffs in the rooms in 
which the history of Brandenburg and Prussia is 
immortalized in paintings. The monuments of 
the rulers and of the generals who created the 
glory of Prussia have looked down upon them. 
These flags have now been brought before the 
monument of the Prussian King who focussed the 
eyes of the world upon them in years of fierce 
conflict and whose last breath was a wish of 
blessing for his army. In the year 1861, when 
my grandfather undertook the reorganization of 
his arms, he was misunderstood by many and 
attacked by even more; nevertheless, the future 
gave him his splendid justification. Just as at 
that time, so now, too, distrust and discord are 
rife among the people. The only pillar on which 
the empire rested was the army. So is it to-day ! 
The flags which are assembled here are destined 
for entire bodies of troops, and I hope that the 
half battalions to which they are to-day delivered 

* Emperor Frederick III. 
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was worshipped and feared by all our German 
seafaring forefathers and whose mighty realm 
stretched from the north even unto the south 
pole, in whose province the northern battles were 
fought, and whence death and destruction were 
brought into the land of the enemy. Thou shalt 
bear the name of this great and mighty god. 
May st thou prove thyself worthy of it 1 So do I 
christen thee with the name of JEgir. 



VISIT TO BISMARCK 

Friedrichsruh, March 26, 1895 

Historians of modern Germany have discussed 
and explained in various ways the causes of the 
retirement of Bismarck, the "Iron Chancellor." 
From the moment he became "Minister President 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs," in 1862, his hand 
was the hand that guided German policy, and his 
was the genius that presided over and shaped the 
unification of Germany and the building of the 
empire. It has been truly said that the biography 
of Bismarck is the history of German union. He 
had been born in Brandenburg and spent his life 
in the service of the Prussian Kings. It was he 
who in the dark days preceding the victories of the 
sixties had given William I heart and had pre- 
vented him from giving up his task. It was, 
therefore, a great shock to the German world to 
learn that, two years after the accession of William 
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pose me in this work I shall smash to pieces" 
\zerschmettern). Bismarck was forced to offer his 
resignation two weeks later. Besides his ducal 
title, he was given the honorary title of general 
of cavalry, with the rank of field-marshal. Be- 
cause of his opposition, he was treated in the fol- 
lowing years with extreme coolness and occasion- 
ally as an enemy. The German ambassador at 
Vienna was instructed from Berlin, on the occa- 
sion of the marriage of Bismarck's son, not to 
accept an invitation to the wedding. Foreign 
ambassadors were informed that for the Emperor 
there were two Bismarcks: the former responsi- 
ble servant and the present irresponsible subject. 
The honors given him were not generally honors 
due a great ex-chancellor, but honors due a mili- 
tary officer. "Living," said Bismarck, "they 
give me the honors of the dead." On this, his 
eightieth birthday, the Reichstag voted down the 
proposal that they send him their congratulations. 
The Emperor, with an exclusively military suite, 
however, paid him this visit and presented him 
with a sword engraved with his arms and with the 
arms of the conquered provinces, Alsace-Lorraine. 
In all probability, Bismarck felt the lack of men- 
tion of his services as Chancellor; his entirely 
diplomatic reply printed below would seem to in- 
dicate this. 

Your Highness: 

Our whole Fatherland decks itself out to cele- 
brate your birthday. This day belongs to the 
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satisfy the increased demands of the present day. 
It remained for the newly founded German Em- 
pire to find a satisfactory solution for this great 
problem. 

It was my immortal grandfather, his Majesty, 
Emperor William the Great, who, thoroughly ap- 
preciating the significance of the canal for in- 
creasing the national welfare and strengthening 
our defense, devoted his unflagging interest to the 
plan for the building of an effective waterway 
between the North and the Baltic Seas and for 
overcoming the many obstacles which stood in the 
way of its accomplishment. Joyfully and con- 
fidently the affiliated rulers of the empire, as well 
as the Reichstag, followed the imperial initiative, 
and for eight years the work was industriously 
carried on which, as it approached completion, 
aroused in ever-increasing measure the public in- 
terest. What technic on the basis of its great 
development has been able to accomplish, what 
was possible through pride and joy in the work, 
what finally could be done in promoting the wel- 
fare of the numberless workers engaged in the 
task, in accordance with the principles of the 
humane social politics of the empire, has been 
accomplished in this undertaking. Therefore the 
Fatherland dare rejoice with me and my noble 
colleagues in the success of this enterprise. 
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THE BEGINNING OF WORLD 

POLITICS 

June 16, 1896 — March 22, 1905 
THE BEGINNING OF WORLD POLITICS 

Berlin, June 16, 1896 

It is difficult to fix any definite date at which 
any new movement in politics may be said to have 
begun. Toward the close of the year 1894 there 
appear unmistakable signs of a new dispensa- 
tion. In this year Caprivi, Bismarck's successor 
as Chancellor, retired in favor of Prince Hohen- 
lohe. The latter appears in his new office for 
the first time in the session of the Reichstag which 
opened December 5, 1894. I n t ^ at session the 
insufficient protection of Germans residing in for- 
eign lands was repeatedly insisted upon, and the 
colonizing spirit and the agitation for a very con- 
siderable increase in the navy began to make them- 
selves felt. The building of three new cruisers 
was authorized, but the plan to erect a dry dock 
at Kiel was rejected. The year 1895 was to be 
crowded with festivals celebrating the twenty- 
fifth anniversaries of the victories of the Franco- 
Prussian War, and there resulted a consequent 
impetus to what might be called nascent imperial- 
ism. This was further stimulated by outward 
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tenth the population of Germany, was considerably 
higher, averaging 35,000 annually for the years 
from 1906 to 1910. The annual emigration from 
the United Kingdom to places outside of Europe 
in the same period was approximately 532,000 
annually. As, therefore, German emigration has 
in the last quarter century steadily declined, it 
may be safely inferred that the problem of finding 
colonies for her surplus population is not now, at 
least, a more pressing one for Germany than it 
was twenty-five years ago. 

A conscientious American student of con- 
temporary politics has said quite justly that "the 
most vital and burning problem in the world to- 
day" is the problem of Germany's Weltpolitik. 
It is not the purpose of this volume to enter into 
questions of controversy. He who wishes, how- 
ever, to understand Germany's position and the 
Emperor's position toward the world to-day must 
consider carefully not only the problem itself 
but some of its practical implications. In one of 
his bursts of enthusiasm the Emperor will tell 
us later* that this policy implies that no question 
in the world — no question of international politics, 
in other words — is to be decided without Germany. 
This would mean, strictly interpreted, that no 
transfer or change of status in colonial possessions — 
Cuba or the Philippines, for instance — no inter- 
national canal, like Panama, could be made with- 

* " Germany's greatness makes it impossible for her to do with* 
out the ocean — but the ocean also proves that even in the distance, 
and on its farther side, without Germany and the German Emperor 
no great decision dare henceforth be taken." (July 3, 1900.) 
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man colonists, sparing the Boers and English who 
had come before the German occupation. Doctor 
Gibbons tells us that the suppression of this rebel- 
lion took more than a year and cost Germany an 
appalling sum of money and many lives. But it 
cost the natives more. Two thirds of the nation 
of the Herreros were massacred, and, while only 
six or seven thousand were in arms, the German 
official report states that forty thousand were 
killed. The Germans confiscated all the lands of 
the natives. In 1906, after twenty-one years of 
German rule, there were in Southwest Africa 
sixteen thousand prisoners of war out of a total 
native population of thirty-one thousand. All 
the natives lived in concentration camps and 
were forced to work for the government. It may 
be conceded that Germany's problem here was a 
difficult one; it must also be recognized that her 
policy had been neither of advantage to the na- 
tives nor to Germany herself. 

In other cases, where the problem would seem to 
have been simpler, the results have likewise been 
disastrous. It is not our purpose to give the 
reasons but to state the facts. After one hundred 
and twenty-five years of incorporation into Prussia 
the Poles of East Prussia have in large part not 
been amalgamated and are still the victims of 
discriminatory legislation. In judging such a 
policy it is not merely a question as to whether 
Alsace-Lorraine, for instance, did or did not once 
belong to Germany. Morally it is difficult to con- 
cede to any nation the right to govern any popula- 
tion which it makes permanently unhappy. After 
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sidered with regard to her Weltpolitik. It is, 
however, an essential factor. 

As will be evident from subsequent addresses, 
it was the Emperor who everywhere gave the 
initial impulse. Whether or not he involved him- 
self in contradictions here, the student must de- 
cide. To certain of his subjects he appeared to 
be doing so, and it was for this reason that one 
of his hostile critics, Doctor Liman, tells us in 
bitterness that German politics of the last twenty 
years is "a fantastic mixture of tearful longing 
for peace and an inflated desire for prestige." 
("Der Kaiser," p. 317.) The present empire had 
been proclaimed on the 18th of January, 1871, 
and the anniversary marked the crowning cele- 
bration of the year. In his speech the Emperor 
announces that "The German Empire has be- 
come a world-empire." This may be said to pro- 
vide the key to his subsequent policy and to mark 
the dawning of a new era. The address was de- 
livered at a dinner held in the Royal Palace. 

The present day, like the entire year in all its 
festivities, is a day of grateful retrospect. It is 
a continued high festival of gratitude for and in 
commemoration of the great departed Emperor. 
A blessing rests upon the present day, and over 
it hovers the spirit of him who lies in Charlotten- 
burg,* and of him who sleeps in the Friedens- 
kirche.f What our fathers had hoped and what 

* Emperor William I. t Emperor Frederick III. 
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I raise my glass to our beloved German Fatherland 
and call out: Long live the German Empire! — 
once again, may it live ! — and a third time, long 
live the Empire! 



TO THE RECRUITS FOR THE NAVY 

WlLHELMSBAVEN, FEBRUARY 21, 1 896 

On the occasion of administering the oath to 
the naval recruits at Wilhelmshaven the Emperor 
delivered the following address: 

In the sight of God and of His servants you have 
sworn to me the oath of allegiance, and I expect 
from you that you will become good and sturdy 
sailors. Keep to what you have sworn, for "one 
man, one word." The soldiers of the army fre- 
quently have the occasion to show what they have 
learned and what they are capable of under the 
eyes of their superiors. This is not true in the 
navy, for many of you will be for years in foreign 
waters. But you must not think that on that 
account my eyes have been turned away from you. 

In relation to other navies our own navy is still 
small, is in the budding stage; but through our 
discipline we must become strong and by it com- 
pensate for all that we lack in material strength. 

What is discipline ? Nothing but the uncondi- 
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from the Czar, and Emperor William II was made 
an admiral of the Russian fleet. On this occasion 
he offered the following toast to the Russian Em- 
peror and Empress: 



In the name of her Majesty, the Empress, and 
in my own, I thank your Majesty warmly for the 
hearty and magnificent reception which you have 
given us and for the gracious words with which 
your Majesty has so lovingly bid us welcome. At 
the same time, with deep feeling I would like to 
lay at the feet of your Majesty my grateful ac- 
knowledgment for the renewed and unexpected 
distinction which your Majesty has conferred upon 
me in giving me a place in your glorious fleet. 
This is a particular honor, which I appreciate at 
its full significance and which is also a distinction 
conferred very particularly upon my navy. In 
my appointment as a Russian admiral I see not 
only an honor conferred upon my person but also 
a new evidence for the perpetuation of the close 
relationship, traditional and unshakable, which 
exists between our two empires. The unalterable 
decision of your Majesty to preserve now and 
hereafter peace for your people finds in me also 
a joyful echo, and wandering together in the same 
way we two shall strive in concert, under the bless- 
ing of this peace, to guide the cultural development 
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and in sight of the old historic city of Coblentz — 
how this appeals to our hearts ! The sight of the 
soldierly sons of the Rhine country, under the 
command of your Royal Highness, has moved 
me to deep joy. But it moves me with deep sad- 
ness, likewise, for the place on which we stand 
and the city in which we tarry is a witness to 
a great time and reminds us of great names and 
figures. 

We, therefore, do not wish to forget that the 
time* which Emperor William the Great spent in 
Coblentz was of deepest significance, especially 
for us in the army. Here the work which he was 
called upon to carry through came to maturity; 
here it was granted him in quiet retirement to 
work out the organization of his army, which was 
often attacked with animosity and often misunder- 
stood but which has so magnificently justified it- 
self. His nation under arms has proved in three 
victorious wars that he was right. 

And now let us turn from our glance into the 
past to the present day. The splendid corps 
which I took from the hands of a general [Vogel 
von Falckenstein] whose name spelled bravery, 
whose conduct, chivalry, and whose life, fidelity on 
the battle-field and in peace, I have now given 
over to you, the grandson of the great Emperor, 

* 1850-7. 
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and we can say with a clear conscience that the 
sons of the Rhineland who have marched by 
to-day will do their duty as completely, and that 
they are as well trained and as brave as they were 
in the time of the great Emperor. It is our duty 
to maintain, in all its parts, the army, the work of the 
great Emperor, against every influence and to defend 
it against every opposition from without, and I hope 
that every general will be as faithful and as upright 
as you are, and that he will strive to achieve this aim 
in his field with as good results as you have done. 
With this hope I raise my glass and drink to 
the health of the Eighth Army Corps and its com- 
manding general. The Eighth Army Corps! 
Hurrah ! Hurrah ! Hurrah 1 



TOAST TO THE ITALIAN KING AND QUEEN 

Homburg, September 4, 1897 

On this day the Emperor reviewed the Eleventh 
Army Corps, which was under the command of 
General von Wittich, in the presence of the Em- 
press and of the King and Queen of Italy. At the 
banquet which followed in the Castle of Hom- 
burg, the Emperor offered this toast: 

My Dear Wittich: 

I am happy to be able to express to you before 

our royal and princely guests and to the whole 
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consciousness of the peoples, in order finally to 
bring forth greater fruit. 

In deepest gratitude I bid the great Queen wel- 
come in the name of my people. We rejoice that 
she has not disdained to come here, leaving behind 
her her repose and her activities dedicated to art 
and literature, and that she should have graced 
with her fair presence this camp of our soldiers. 
Her Majesty is particularly dear and precious to 
us Germans, because she is like the image of the 
great constellation to which her people and Fa- 
therland look up with confidence; because the art- 
ist, the wise man, the musician, and the student 
always have free access to her, and because under 
the protection of her Majesty so many a German 
can fulfil his life devoted to learning and so many 
an invalid can go in search of his health to the 
beautiful sunny south. 

With a whole heart I bid you both welcome, 
and call out with my Eleventh Corps: Their 
Majesties, the King and Queen of Italy! — Hurrah ! 
Hurrah ! Hurrah ! 



ADDRESS AT A DEDICATION OF FLAGS 

Berlin, October 18, 1897 

On this occasion sixty-three new flags were dedi- 
cated to the newly formed regiments of the guard, 
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Out of the old and proved regiments which he 
led to battle and victory the shoots have been 
taken for these new ones to which I now turn over 
their field insignia. May Almighty God, who has 
ever been so faithful and well intentioned to our 
Prussia and to the whole German Fatherland, 
help always to maintain the vows of the thou- 
sands of German youths who shall stream from the 
circles of the people to these new flags and who 
before them shall swear their oath of allegiance! 

I hope that in these regiments the qualities of 
the great Emperor will live on — the absolutely un- 
selfish devotion to the whole, the unreserved sacri- 
fice of one's own capacity, bodily as well as spiri- 
tual, for the honor of the army and for the safety 
of the beloved Fatherland. Then, I am convinced, 
will the foundations remain firm and intact in 
these new regiments, the foundations upon which 
the discipline of our army rests — bravery, sense of 
honor, and absolute and unconditional obedience. 

This is my wish for the new regiments. 



ON ADMINISTERING THE OATH TO THE 

RECRUITS 

Berlin, November 18, 1897 

After the administering of the oath to the re- 
cruits of the garrisons of Berlin, Charlottenburg, 
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In the time of your service temptation will 
surely draw near to many of you. If it does ap- 
proach, either with regard to your personal con- 
duct or with regard to your relationship as a 
soldier, turn it from you with the thought of the 
past of your regiments; turn it from you with the 
thought of your uniform, which is the uniform of 
your King. Whoever offends against the uniform 
of the King lays himself open to the most grievous 
punishments. Wear your uniform in such wise 
that you will compel respect from the world and 
from those who oppose you. 

My glorious ancestors look down upon you from 
the vaulted heavens. The monuments of the Kings 
look down upon you and, above all, the statue of 
the great Emperor. When you are discharging 
your service remember the grievous times through 
which our Fatherland had to pass; remember 
them when your labor seems heavy and bitter. 
Stand firm in your inviolable faith and trust in 
God who never forsakes us. Then will my army 
and especially my guard be equal to its task in all 
times, whether in peace or war. 

It is now your task to stand faithfully by me 
and to defend our highest possessions, whether 
against enemies from without or from within, and 
to obey when I command and never to forsake 
me. 
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Through her occupation of this rich province 
and through the fact that Germany thus estab- 
lished a naval base opposite Japan's coast, she in- 
curred the ill will of Japan. This ill will was later 
to be increased through Germany's conduct with 
regard to commerce regulations. At the time of 
the occupation Germany declared that Tsingtao 
was to be a port open to all the world. Sub- 
sequent regulations which she had made amounted 
to very serious discrimination against the com- 
merce of other nations, especially that of the 
Japanese, which had already attained considerable 
importance. A plan was evolved in 1906 accord- 
ing to which Chinese customs duties were allowed 
to be collected in the colony in return for an annual 
consideration, which amounted to twenty per cent, 
of the entire customs duties of the Tsingtao dis- 
trict. In this way, what she allowed China to 
collect from German merchants she forced China 
to pay back to her. Other merchants were, of 
course, likewise forced to pay the duties, and Ger- 
many received a considerable percentage of the 
toll. The discrimination, if not obvious, was very 
real, and the feeling of the Japanese distinctly 
hostile. 

Prince Henry was sent out to take command of 
the increased East Asiatic Squadron on December 
16, 1897, and took command in the following 
March. On the eve of his departure a great fare- 
well dinner was given him in the Royal Palace at 
Kiel. The Emperor spoke as follows: 
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gone out to their quiet work and have not spared 
risking their lives in order to spread and make a 
home for our religion on foreign soil have placed 
themselves under my protection, and it is now a 
question of providing support and safety for these 
brothers who have been so often insulted and op- 
pressed. For that reason the undertaking which 
I intrust to you and which you must fulfil in 
company with your comrades and the ships which 
are already out there is really one of protection 
and not one of defiance. Under the protecting 
banner of our German flag of war we expect that 
the rights which we are justified in demanding 
will be guaranteed to our commerce, to the German 
merchant, and to German ships— the same right 
which is vouchsafed by strangers to all other 
nations. 

Our commerce is not new; in old times the 
Hanseatic League was one of the most powerful 
enterprises which the world has ever seen, and 
the German cities were able to build a fleet such as 
the sea's broad back had never carried in earlier 
days, but finally it came to naught because the 
one condition was lacking, namely that of an 
Emperor's protection. Now things have changed; 
the first condition, the German Empire, has been 
created; the second condition, German commerce, 

flourishes and develops, and it can only develop 
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ships will continuously be granted them! But if 
any one should undertake to insult us in our rights 
or to wish to harm us, then drive in with the mailed 
fist and, as God wills, bind about your young brow 
the laurels which no one in the entire German 
Empire will begrudge you ! 

In the firm conviction that you, following good 
examples — and, God be praised, examples are not 
wanting in our house — will carry out my thoughts 
and wishes, I raise my glass and drink it to your 
health, with the wish for a good voyage, for a 
happy issue to your task, and for a joyous return. 
Long live his Royal Highness, Prince Henry! 
Hurrah ! Hurrah ! Hurrah ! 



ADDRESS TO THE REGIMENTS OF THE 

BODY-GUARD 

Potsdam, June 16, 1898 

On the day of the tenth anniversary of his 
coming to the throne the Emperor assembled the 
regiments of the guard in the gardens of Potsdam 
and made them the following address: 

The most important heritage which my noble 

grandfather and father left me is the army, and 

I received it with pride and joy. To it I addressed 

my first decree when I mounted the throne. As 

I enter into the next decade of my reign I again 
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that was the army. And leaning upon her, 
trusting upon our old guard, I took up my heavy 
charge, knowing well that the army was the main 
support of my country, the main support of the 
Prussian throne, to which the decision of God 
had called me. I therefore turn to you first to- 
day and express to you my congratulations and 
my gratitude, and in these expressions I include 
likewise with you all your brothers in the army. 
I am of the firm conviction that, through the self- 
sacrificing devotion of the officers and men in 
their faithful work of peace, the army during the 
last ten years has been maintained in the same 
condition in which I received it from my departed 
predecessors. 

In the next ten years, faithfully bound together, 
let us seek further the unconditional fulfilment of 
our duty in old and unremitting labor, and may 
the main supports of our army remain forever 
intact! They are courage, sense of honor, and 
unconditional, iron, blind obedience. 

That is my wish which I to-day address to you 
and with you to the entire army. 

ON THE DEATH OF PRINCE BISMARCK 

Friedrichsruh, August 2, 1898 

After the founding of the German Empire 
Prince Bismarck, who initiated and carried through 
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With my lofty peers and with the whole Ger- 
man people I stand in mourning at the bier of 
the first Chancellor of the German Empire, 
Prince Otto von Bismarck, Duke of Lauenburg. 
We who were witnesses of his masterly work, who 
looked upon him as the master of statecraft, as 
the fearless champion in war as in peace, as the 
most devoted son of his Fatherland and most 
faithful servant of his Emperor, are deeply shaken 
by the demise of the man in whom the Lord God 
created the implement with which to carry into 
effect the deathless idea of Germany's union and 
greatness. 

At this moment it is not fitting to recount all 
the deeds which the great departed accomplished, 
all the cares which he bore for the Emperor and 
the empire, all the successes which he won. They 
are too powerful and manifold, and only history 
can and will engrave them upon her brass tab- 
lets. 

But I feel constrained to make some expres- 
sion before the world of the whole-hearted grief 
and grateful reverence which to-day fill the en- 
tire nation and, in the name of the nation, to make 
a vow that what he, the great Chancellor, built 
up under Emperor William the Great I shall 
maintain and develop and, if need be, defend with 
our possessions and our blood. 
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old Pomeranian spirit has again come to life in 
you and has driven you from the land upon the 
water. 

Our future lies upon the water, and I am deeply 
convinced that this work which you, Herr Burgo- 
master, have carried out with foresight and care 
and energy will always be linked with your name, 
even after centuries, by the grateful citizens of 
the city of Stettin and that your work will always 
be recognized. 

But I, as lord of the land and King, express 
my thanks to you that you have brought the city 
of Stettin to such a flourishing position. I hope 
and expect, yes, I might say, I demand, that she 
shall go on developing at this same rate, not 
divided by party strife and with her glance fixed 
upon the great whole, in order that she may come 
to a state of development such as has never yet 
been achieved. That is my wish ! 

THE JOURNEY TO THE HOLY LAND 

Bethlehem, October 30, 1898 

On the 1 2th of October, 1898, the Emperor and 
Empress set out on their journey to the Holy 
Land, accompanied by many representatives of 
the church. In Venice they visited the Italian 
King and Queen and passed on by way of Mes- 
sina and Constantinople. They reached Jerusalem 
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of land, which likewise pleased the Centre or 
Catholic party at home; the Evangelicals through 
the dedication of a church; and the Moslems 
incidentally and through his speech nine days 
later at Damascus, in the course of which he said : 
"May the Sultan and may the three hundred mil- 
lion Mohammedans who are scattered over the 
face of the earth and who recognize him, as their 
caliph be assured of the fact that at all times the 
German Emperor will be their friend !" This 
friendship of the Emperor for the Sultan was not 
to be clouded by the Armenian massacres, nor 
did the assassinations in Asia Minor evoke any 
protest. Indeed, we are told by a well-known 
foreign correspondent that "five days after the 
great massacre of August, 1896, in Constantinople, 
when Turkish soldiers shot down their fellow 
citizens under the eyes of the Sultan and of the 
foreign ambassadors, William II sent to Abdul- 
Hamid for his birthday a family photograph of 
himself with the Empress and his children." At 
Damascus, he likewise laid a wreath upon the 
tomb of Saladin. 

After the service in the Evangelical Church at 
Bethlehem the Emperor gathered about him the 
Evangelical ministers and made them this address, 
which was reported by E. Bosse, who at that time 
was the Prussian Kultusminister. 

If I am to give you the impressions of these last 
days, then I must tell you that, above all, I am 

very much disappointed. I did not wish to say 
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criticise them if they have little respect for the 
Christian name. Our churches divide against 
each other. Indeed, they must be restrained from 
quarrelling through the external power of arms. 
In the political world, under all possible pretexts 
we take away from them [the Mohammedans] 
one piece of territory after another, for which we 
have no justification, so that our influence has 
been much weakened and we have fallen to a very 
low level. 

And now it is our turn ! The German Empire 
and the German name have now won a considera- 
tion in the entire Ottoman Empire such as has 
never existed before. It is, therefore, for us to 
show what the Christian religion really is, that 
the practice of Christian love even toward the 
Mohammedan, not through dogmas and attempts 
at conversion but merely through example, is 
our plain duty. The Mohammedan is a very 
zealous believer, so that preaching alone will not 
suffice. But our culture, our institutions, the life 
which we live before them, the manner of our con- 
duct toward them, and the proof that we are 
united among ourselves, these alone will have 
effect. 

It is a kind of examination which we must pass 
for our Protestant faith and our creed. Through 
this we must give them proof of what Christianity 
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Through the saving power of the love which 
serves, all hearts should now here be brought to 
the consideration of those things in which alone 
the troubled human spirit may find salvation, 
rest, and peace here and hereafter. 

All Evangelical Christians, even far beyond 
Germany's borders, are following our service here 
with closest interest and sympathy. The dele- 
gates of the Evangelical congregation and many 
who share the Evangelical faith from all parts of 
the world have come with us to this place in order 
to be personal witnesses to the completion of this 
work of faith and love through which the name of 
our great Lord and Saviour is to be glorified and 
the kingdom of God upon earth to be advanced. 

Jerusalem, the lofty city on which our feet are 
standing, calls to mind memories of the great act 
of redemption of our Lord and Saviour. She shows 
us the common labor which unites all Christians, 
regardless of confessions and nations, in the apos- 
tolic faith. 

The power which renewed the world through 
the gospel which originated here drives us to fol- 
low Him; it warns us to look up in faith to Him 
who died for us upon the cross. It warns us to be 
patient Christians and to carry out the doctrine of 
unselfish love of our neighbor in regard to all men. 
It promises us also that if we hold firm to the true 
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they felt and discharged the personal responsibility 
of the ruler toward Heaven. The second circum- 
stance is the fact that they had behind them the 
people of the mark. Let us look back to the time 
when Frederick I had been named Elector and 
when he exchanged his magnificent Frankish 
home country for the mark, which at that time 
was in a condition which we can hardly picture to 
ourselves even from the description of historians. 
We can only understand this exchange on the 
assumption that the ruler felt within himself the 
call to journey to this land, which had been in- 
trusted to him by the imperial protection in order 
here to bring about a better-ordered condition, 
not only for the Emperor's sake or for his own 
sake, but he was convinced that the task had been 
given him from above. 

The same conviction we shall find in all of my 
ancestors. Their great battles without and the 
development and the making of laws within 
the country have always been dictated by the 
thought that they were responsible for the people 
given over to them and for the country which had 
been intrusted to them. 

Your President has been kind enough to men- 
tion our journey to Palestine and the acts which I 
accomplished there. I dare say that many dif- 
ferent impressions of a lofty nature forced them- 
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a moment to hazard these troops, which were so 
dear to him, for the good of the Fatherland. 

History teaches us how the regiment fought and 
bled and respected its oath to the flag and how its 
conduct, its sufferings, and its losses won the 
praise and the tears of the great Emperor. 

With me as its oldest comrade the regiment now 
erects this shaft to the memory of the heroes that 
rest beneath the green sod. The form of the 
monument differs from that which is usually found 
on battle-fields. The archangel in armor, peace- 
fully at rest, is leaning upon his sword, which is 
decorated with the proud motto of the regiment, 
"Semper talis' 9 * I therefore wish that a general 
significance should be attached to this figure. It 
stands upon this bloody field as the guardian of all 
the brave soldiers, both the French and our own, 
who fell here. For bravely and heroically the 
French soldiers sank to their honored graves, 
fighting for their Emperor and their Fatherland. 
And if our flags touch each other as they are 
lowered before the bronze monument and sadly 
rustle over the graves of our dear comrades, may 
they also wave over the graves of our opponents 
and whisper to them that in reverent sorrow we 
remember the brave dead! 



* By an unfortunate error Penzler prints the motto as "Semper 
talio " — "Retaliation forever." The reading has been changed, as the 
motto of the regiment is in reality "Semper tali/* — "Ever the same." 
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THE GREATER NAVY 

for doubting his sincerity, that this policy of in- 
creasing the navy was not primarily directed at 
England. It was necessary to protect Germany's 
commerce and increase her prestige. On this 
point his famous interview given to the Daily 
Telegraph is interesting. Undoubtedly, however, 
this rapid increase in the navy, which began with 
the navy bill of 1900 and which happened to 
coincide with the events of the Boer War, did much 
to heighten the ill feeling which had already be- 
gun to spring up between England and Germany! 
The idea of increasing the navy met with more 
general support among the people than any other 
policy of the Emperor's, though it called for very 
decided increases in taxation. How keen was 
the Emperor's personal interest in the matter we 
may judge from the fact that in 1897 he sent to 
all the members of the Reichstag and innumerable 
other officials a memorandum comparing the 
naval strength of Germany, France, Russia, 
America, and Japan. The appropriation bill of 
that year calling for 240,003,000 marks was voted 
with a slight reduction. The sense that the 
struggle for naval supremacy with England was 
impending made necessary immensely larger ap- 
propriations in the bill of 1900. 
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the whole world to that Roman culture which fell 
so fruitfully upon Germany especially. 

With the first blow of my hammer I therefore 
dedicate this stone to the memory of Emperor 
Frederick III; with the second I dedicate it to 
German youth, to the generations now growing 
up who may learn here in this restored museum 
what a world-empire means; with the third I 
dedicate it to our German Fatherland, to which 
I hope it will be granted, through the harmonious 
co-operation of princes and peoples, of its armies 
and its citizens, to become in the future as closely 
united, as powerful, and as authoritative as once 
the Roman world-empire was, and that, just as 
in old times they said, "Civis romanus sum" here- 
after, at some time in the future, they will say: 
"I am a German citizen." 



CABINET ORDER TO THE PRUSSIAN ARMY 

January, 190 i 

The relationship of the army to the Prussian 
Kings here referred to is treated in chapter I. 

To My Army: 

To-day, at the celebration which commemorates 

the two-hundredth anniversary of our taking over 

of the royal power of Prussia, my thoughts are 
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proudly pursue its lofty and undeflected flight 

for the good of Prussia, for the good of Germany ! 

May God grant us this! 

William, I. R. 

Berlin Royal Palace. 



DEDICATION OF THE BARRACKS OF THE 
ALEXANDER REGIMENT 

March 28, 1901 

On the 6th of March the Emperor had been 
struck in the face by a piece of iron hurled at him 
by an irresponsible youth, Weiland, in the streets 
of Bremen. It was doubtless this incident coupled 
with the increasing strength of the Social Demo- 
crats that made him think of the possibility of an 
uprising and deliver the following address to the 
population of Berlin. The Social Democrats and 
many others resented his suggesting the possi- 
bility of turning the troops upon the citizens. We 
give first Penzler's more or less official account 
of the speech as it appeared in the Kreuzzeitung. 
If the extract which we quote from Doctor Liman's 
work "Der Kaiser" may be considered at all 
authentic, the speech seems to have been some- 
what edited before publication. 

Members of the Emperor Alexander Regi- 
ment: 

To-day a new period in your history begins. 

May the spirit of the memories which you leave 
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your strength; it does not expect that you will 
waste it in idle cosmopolitan dreams or enlist 
it in the service of selfish party tendencies, but 
that you will devote it to strengthening the na- 
tional idea and our own ideals. Powerful, indeed, 
are the intellectual heroes which ' the Germanic 
stock, through the grace of God, has produced, 
from the time of Boniface and Walter von der 
Vogelweide to Goethe and Schiller; and they 
have become a light and blessing to all humanity. 
Their influence was exerted universally, and yet 
they were strictly Germans, set apart by them- 
selves; that is, personalities, men. We need them 
to-day more than ever. May you strive to become 
such as they were ! 

But how is this to be possible, and who is to 
help you ? Only one, our Lord and Saviour, whose 
name we all bear and who has borne our sins and 
redeemed us, has provided us with an example, 
and labored as we are to labor. He has implanted 
moral earnestness in you so that the springs of 
your activity may remain pure and that your aims 
may be lofty ! The love of father and mother, of 
the ancestral home and Fatherland, is rooted in 
the love for Him. Then will you be provided 
with a charm against temptations of every sort, 
above all against pride and envy, and you can 
sing and say: "We Germans fear God, nothing 
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ments of the particular contingents have brought 
about a mutual respect and feeling of comrade- 
ship that can only serve the furtherance of peace. 
But in this period of peace I hope that our Han- 
seatic cities will flourish. Our new Hansa will 
open new paths and create and conquer new 
markets for them. 

As head of the empire I therefore rejoice over 
every citizen, whether from Hamburg, Bremen, 
or Liibeck, who goes forth with this large outlook 
and seeks new points where we can drive in the 
nail on which to hang our armor. Therefore, I 
believe that I express the feeling of all your 
hearts when I recognize gratefully that the di- 
rector of this company who has placed at our 
disposal the wonderful ship^ which bears my 
daughter's name has gone forth as a courageous 
servant of the Hansa, in order to make for us 
friendly conquests whose fruits will be gathered 
by our descendants. 

In the joyful hope that this enterprising Han- 
seatic spirit may be spread even further, I raise 
my glass and ask all of those who are my comrades 
upon the water to join with me in a cheer for 
sailing and the Hanseatic spirit! 
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successors in power had first to establish through 
battles their rights, in order to have a voice in 
the world and to be allowed to rule, undisturbed 
and in peace, the people within their borders. 
As a result, our eyes were turned from the sea 
again in order that after centuries of fierce con- 
flict the mark and Prussia might finally be welded 
together. 

Thus, through the guidance of God and through 
the labors of the successors of the Great Elector, 
the power of his house was founded on that firm 
foundation and with the corner-stone which he 
had laid. It was this princely power that made it 
possible for the house of Hohenzollern to take up 
the German imperial dignity. They founded 
that dynastic power which the German Emperor 
must have in order to be in a position to care for 
and protect powerfully the welfare of the empire 
everywhere and to force its opponents to respect 
its flag. 

His monument now stands before the academy. 
That younger generation to whom the future be- 
longs, which is to cultivate the seeds that we have 
sown and to reap the harvest of our labors, may 
now direct its gaze toward this prince and be 
edified by his example. 

He was God-fearing and stern, inflexibly stern 
toward himself and toward others; he trusted 
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to the present you have given me joy, and from 
this time forth I hope that you will experience 
joy in the life and the work which lies before you. 
Step into the ranks and draw your sword ! 



TRUE ART 

Berlin, December 18, 190 1 

The family of the Hohenzollerns has possessed 
undoubted genius in many lines. Frederick the 
Great and the Emperors great-uncle Frederick 
William IV were particularly gifted on the artistic 
side. The present Emperor, whose versatility 
is amazing, has taken a particular interest in 
things literary and artistic, and has himself oc- 
casionally assumed the role of creative artist. 
The symbolic picture, representing the coming of 
the "Yellow Peril," which he is said to have 
painted for the Czar, caused much comment, 
mostly unfavorable.* He has, however, assumed 
a prominent if not a decisive role in direct- 

* " Emperor William, one of the most comical persons of our 
time, orator, poet, musician, dramatic writer, and artist, and, above 
all, patriot, has lately painted a picture representing all the nations 
of Europe with swords, standing at the seashore and, at the indica- 
tion of Archangel Michael, looking at the sitting figures of Buddha 
and Confucius in the distance. According to William's intention, 
this should mean that the nations of Europe ought to unite in order 
to defend themselves against the peril which is proceeding from there. 
He is quite right from his coarse, pagan, patriotic point of view, 
which is eighteen hundred years behind the times. The European 
nations, forgetting Christ, have in the name of their patriotism more 
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of freedom and time — a thing I hold to be neces- 
sary for the artist. I have never gone into details 
and have contented myself with giving merely 
the direction, the impulse. 

But it fills me with pride and joy to-day when 
I think that Berlin stands before the whole world 
with a body of artists who are capable of carrying 
out such a magnificent work. It proves that the 
Berlin school of sculpture stands at a height such 
as could hardly have been surpassed even in the 
time of the Renaissance. And I think every one 
of you will agree, without jealousy, that the 
effective example of Rheinhold Begas and his 
conception, based upon his knowledge of the an- 
tique, has been a guide to many of you in the 
working out of this great task. 

Here, also, we could draw a parallel between the 
great achievements in the art of the Middle Ages 
and of the Italians; since in that time, also, the 
sovereign and art-loving prince who offered the 
commissions to the artists at the same time found 
the masters, about whom a crowd of young dis- 
ciples gathered, so that a certain school was in 
this way developed which was able to accomplish 
remarkable things. 

Now, gentlemen, the Pergamon Museum has 
also been opened on this same day, in Berlin. 
I regard that, too, as a very important portion of 
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With this wish I raise my glass and drink to the 
memory of the general, to the German cavalry, and 
to its most conspicuous representative, the General 
Field-Marshal, Count von Waldersee. Hurrah! 



THE OLD ORDER CHANGETH 

An, June 19, 1902 

The Emperor, accepting an invitation from the 
city, came to Aix with the Empress and the Crown 
Prince. It was here that Charlemagne was prob- 
ably born and here that he died. The present 
Rathaus was built upon the ruins of his palace, 
and it was in the so-called Coronation Room that 
the Emperor delivered his address. 

In the name of her Majesty, the Empress, and 
in my name I thank you particularly for the in- 
describably patriotic and enthusiastic reception 
which has been prepared for us by all classes of 
the city of Aix. I earnestly desired to visit the 
city of Aix, and I thank you for the opportunity 
which you have given me through your invita- 
tion. 

Who would not be deeply moved on such his- 
toric ground as that of Aix by the breath and 
murmur of the past and of the present? Who 
would not think of the providential guidance of 

Heaven as he looks back over the history of the 
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for a world-empire, the Emperors of the later 
generations lost sight of the German people and 
country. They turned toward the south in order 
to maintain the world-empire, and in so doing 
forgot the Germans. So gradually our German 
country and people perished. 

Just as the blossoming aloe gathers up all the 
strength of the plant for this task and, striving 
upward, develops flower on flower and fascinates 
the eye of the astonished beholder, while the plant 
itself withers and its roots shrivel away, so it was 
with the Roman Empire of the German Nation. 

Another empire has now arisen. The German 
people are now blessed with another Emperor, 
whom they had themselves gone out to seek. 
Sword in hand, on the field of battle, the crown 
was won, and the flag of the empire flutters high 
in the breeze once more. With the same en- 
thusiasm and love with which the German people 
held to the imperial idea has the new empire en- 
tered into being; but the tasks are now different. 
Limited from without by the boundaries of our 
country, it became our duty to steel ourselves 
from within in preparation for the duties which 
were then laid upon our people and which could 
not be discharged in the Middle Ages. 

And so we see the empire, although still young, 

growing strong within itself from year to year, 
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can only be done if we preserve its religion, and this 
is true equally of Catholics and Protestants. 

I am, therefore, the more pleased to-day, to 
bring to the leaders of the church who are here 
represented a bit of news of which I am proud 
to be the bearer. Beside me stands General von 
Loe, a faithful servant of his Kings. He was sent 
to Rome to the jubilee of the Holy Father, and 
when he delivered to him my gift and my con- 
gratulations and in private conversation had ex- 
plained how things stood in our German country 
the Holy Father answered him that he was happy 
to be able to say that he had always thought 
highly of the piety of the Germans and of the Ger- 
man army; he said he could even go further and 
commissioned General von Loe to report the fol- 
lowing to his Emperor: The German Empire is 
the only* country in Europe in which training, 
order, and discipline rule, in which respect for 
authority and reverence for the church exist, and 
in which every Catholic can live freely and un- 
disturbed in his faith, and for this he thanked the 
German Emperor. 

This, gentlemen, justifies me in saying that both 
our churches, standing side by side, must forever 
have before their eyes the idea of strengthening 

* The word "only" has not received official sanction, but it printed 
by Penzler. 
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and one-sided people. That was his original in- 
tention, at least as I understood it, and a province 
very fruitful and interesting to us all, the investi- 
gation, explanation, and exposition of which must 
have interested us laymen to the highest degree 
and would have demanded our deepest gratitude. 
But he should have stuck to this. Unfortunately, 
however, in his zeal he has overshot the mark. 
As was to be expected, the excavations brought 
to light communications which bear in a religious 
way upon the Old Testament. He should have 
collated this material and pointed out and ex- 
plained coincidences, when such occurred, but he 
should have left it to the listener to draw for 
himself all purely religious conclusions. In this 
way his discourse would have commanded the 
interest and good-will of the lay public. That, 
unfortunately, he has not done. Pretending that 
he could explain it all on historical and purely 
human grounds, he has attacked the question of 
revelation in a very polemical manner and more 
or less denied it. That was a serious mistake, 
because he touched many of his hearers in what 
was deepest and most sacred to them. And 
whether he was right or wrong — that for the mo- 
ment is all one, since we are concerned not with 
a purely scientific gathering of theologians but 

with laymen of all kinds and conditions — he has 
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before the German people, surrounded by at least 
as many legends and as powerful and as conspicu- 
ous for all time as once the figure of the Emperor 
Barbarossa was. Truly, the younger generation 
is accustomed to look upon what we call the em- 
pire, together with what it has brought us, without 
thinking what it has cost to arrive at this point. 
And I believe we recognize the hand of Provi- 
dence when we look upon that awe-inspiring 
figure which stands yonder in its peaceful attitude 
before the Rathaus, with its earnestness and its 
silent tranquillity of old age. It was precisely, 
this man whom Providence sought out to ac- 
complish this hardest of all tasks — the uniting of 
the German races. For no one could resist the 
charm of the personality, the simple modesty, 
the winning lovableness of the lofty ruler; and 
so it was permitted to him, surrounded by his 
powerful paladins who were devoted to him and 
who worked with him, to smooth the way and 
reconcile the differences; while he kept ever before 
his eyes the goal, the union of the Fatherland. 
During a long time of peace, in quiet work his 
thoughts ripened and the plans of the already 
gray-haired man were ready when the mighty 
task came to him of once more reviving the 
empire. I hope that the youth of Hamburg, when 

they pass this monument, will never forget the 
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I sincerely thank the city of Bremen that it has 
honored my father and his memory in such a 
magnificent manner. You have created a work of 
art, the like of which is not often seen in German 
lands. And I am convinced that in later genera- 
tions his powerful personality, which will have 
become surrounded by the glamour of legend, will 
through this statue be brought nearer to the 
hearts of the people. And I am sure that the 
generations of Bremen which are to follow, from 
father to son, will never forget the second Em- 
peror, whose noble Siegfried figure led the German 
army to victory and whom we have to thank for 
our unity. 

And so, now, beautiful statues of both my 
father and my grandfather stand in this loyal 
German city and furnish mile-stones for the his- 
tory of our Fatherland as well as for the city of 
Bremen. 

Truly, the historical retrospect which you have 
been good enough to present us shows mag- 
nificently the leadership of God and the grace 
which Providence has bestowed upon our people 
and our country. The portion of time which is 
represented by both of these two noble leaders 
who stand here in bronze has, like a foundation- 
stone, been firmly laid in history. It remains for 
later times and their generations to build upon 
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history, never to strive for an empty world- . 
dominion. For what has become of the so-called 
world-empires? Alexander the Great, Napo- 
leon I — all the great warriors — have swum in 
blood and have left subjugated peoples behind 
them who at the first opportunity have risen up 
again and brought the empire to ruin. 

The world-empire of which I have dreamed 
shall consist in this, that the newly created Ger- 
man Empire shall first of all enjoy on all sides the 
most absolute confidence as a quiet, honorable, 
and peaceful neighbor; and that, if in the future 
they shall read -in history of a German world- 
empire or of a Hohenzollern world-ruler, it shall 
not be founded upon acquisitions won with the 
sword but upon the mutual trust of the nations 
who are striving for the same goals. To express 
it briefly, as a great poet has said: "Limited out- 
wardly, but with no limits upon inward develop- 
ment." 

You have mentioned the ships which here hang 
memorially from the ceiling of this beautiful old 
hall. The time in which I grew up was, in spite 
of the great war, not a great and glorious one for 
the seafaring part of our nation. I, too, have here 
drawn the logical conclusions from what my an- 
cestors have done. In a military way much had 
been done within, as was necessary; now the 
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conviction that our God would never have taken 
such great pains with our German Fatherland and 
its people if he had not been preparing us for some- 
thing still greater. 

We are the salt of the earth, but we must also 
be worthy to be so. Therefore must our youth 
learn to give up and deny themselves what is not 
good for them, to put far from them the things 
which have slipped in from foreign peoples, and to 
preserve their morals, good conduct, reverence, and 
religion. Then some day may we write over the 
German people the motto on the helmet of the 
ist Regiment of my guard: "Semper talis" — 
"Ever the Same." Then we shall be looked upon 
from all sides with respect and in a measure with 
love as a safe and trustworthy people and can 
stand with our hand on our sword-hilt and with 
our shield grounded before us and say: " Tatnen, 
come what will." 

I am sure that my words will fall upon good 
ground here in Bremen. Earnestly I hope that 
the golden peace which up to the present with 
God's help we have maintained we may preserve 
still further and that under this peace Bremen 
may grow green, may bloom, and prosper. That 
is my innermost wish. Long life to Bremen — 
Hurrah ! Hurrah ! Hurrah ! 



239 



1905] THE MOROCCO QUESTION 

speaks were fairly negligible; though he doubtless 
had the right to protect it, Germany's yearly trade 
there did not amount to as much as that of an 
ordinary depattment store or of a fairly success- 
ful merchant. For the previous eight years it 
averaged less than half a million dollars annually. 
Her course here has usually been regarded as un- 
necessarily belligerent. 

True to his policy of personal diplomacy, the 
Emperor suddenly appeared at Tangier and while 
there made his speech to the German colony. 

The whole question was taken up at the con- 
ference of Algeciras in 1906. Although the policy 
of "the open door," which protected Germany's 
commercial interests was guaranteed, the very 
general storm of protest in Germany, especially 
on the part of the war party and Navy League, 
showed that she had entered the contest with 
more serious intentions. World policy by ag- 
gressive interference had already been initiated 
when, in the Spanish-American War, the German 
Admiral Diedrichs started to hamper the opera- 
tions of the American fleet at Manila. Morocco 
was looked upon by some, Doctor Liman, for in- 
stance, as a second defeat. In the Algeciras con- 
ference Italy sided with France and England. 
Italy had been continuing as a member of the 
Triple Alliance partly through fear that the 
French would annex Tripoli, which Italy desired. 
England and France had now privately agreed to 
give Italy a free hand. She sided with them and 
it was evident that her vital interests in the Triple 
Alliance had been considerably lessened. As 
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In the evening he addressed a banquet in Breslau, 
in which he took up especially the services of the 
Silesians to the crown. He particularly recalls 
the support they gave Frederick William III in 
1813, at the lowest ebb of that King's fortunes. 
Divisions of patriotic volunteers, "free corps," 
were organized in the province, who, not being 
Prussians, could not serve in the Prussian line. 
The best known of these was that of Liitzow, to 
which the poet Theodor Korner belonged. It is 
from one of his most famous war-songs that the 
quotation in the Emperor's speech is taken. The 
manner in which he speaks of the coronation of 
his grandfather "by the will of Heaven" and with 
no mention of the Constitution, is to be found in 
several of his speeches, notably the address at 
Konigsberg (August 25, 1910). Most of these 
speeches were made in his hereditary provinces, 
Prussia, Silesia, and Brandenburg, and aroused 
considerable protest in other parts of Germany. 

My Dear President: 

With a heart deeply moved, I take the op- 
portunity to-day to speak as sovereign Duke of 
Silesia to my Silesians, for the impressions which 
have been showered upon me during the short 
time that I have been among you are of so power- 
ful and compelling a nature that words fail me to 
express them or to find the proper form for the 
thanks which I would like to communicate to my 
people of Silesia. I do not refer only to yesterday's 
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comparable battles through which he made Prus- 
sia a world-power, and also of the splendid work 
of peace in which he sought to raise and strengthen 
the sorely oppressed country. And again in later 
times it was precisely to Silesia that it was reserved 
to send a new ray of hope to that sorely tried 
Hohenzollern King, Frederick William HI, when 
he encountered the ardent enthusiasm of the first 
volunteers in Breslau, when the first raising of 
troops took place here, and when the "wild, dash- 
ing Liitzow hunters" started in their career against 
the enemy at the Zobten. And so it has been ever 
since. The sons of Silesia have fought whenever 
it was a question of coming forward and sacrificing 
their blood for the Fatherland. And so it may be 
very well said that the history of our house is in- 
dissolubly bound up with that of Silesia, one of 
her most beautiful provinces. And when we glance 
back over this great history we can characterize it 
with the phrase which my great departed grand- 
father used when, after fierce conflicts, through 
the will of Heaven the imperial crown was set 
upon his brow: "God was with us, and His be 
the honor!" And when I stop to think how the 
flags of the veterans passed me with proud bearing 
I believe that we can apply this to the present 
and thank God that He has disposed everything 

for the good and profit of this province and of our 
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vision clear and never despair of ourselves or of our 
people. The world belongs to the living, and the 
living are right. I cannot endure pessimists, and 
whoever does not take part in the work let him 
depart and, if he likes, seek out a better country. 
But I expect from my Silesians that they to-day 
will unite in the decision to be ever mindful of 
their great aims and examples, that they will 
follow their Duke, especially in his work of peace 
for his people. In this hope, I empty my glass to 
the health of the province of Silesia and of all 
faithful Silesians. 



OPTIMISM AND LITERATURE 

Munich, November 12, 1906 

One of the men of letters whom the Emperor 
has been particularly delighted to honor and in 
whom he sees one of the glories of German litera- 
ture is Doctor Ludwig Ganghofer, who is certainly 
not more than an able writer of the second rank. 
After a performance in the Ho/theater in Munich 
the Emperor expressed the desire to see him, and 
the following conversation took place which was 
reported in a confusing combination of direct and 
indirect quotation. 

The Emperor said that he had recently read the 
"Hohen Schein" and spoke at some length about 
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was strengthened in that way and added that there 
were many Germans who did not know how beau- 
tiful their own land was and how much there was 
to be seen in it. He always rejoiced when he had 
learned to know a new portion of Germany. The 
south especially seemed to him beautiful, and he 
was very much drawn to it by the manner of life 
there. He always remembered, he said, with 
particular pleasure a journey which he had made 
many years before to Berchtesgaden and the 
beautiful days which he had been allowed to 
spend in the hills behind it with his uncle, the Duke 
of Coburg. If only travelling were not accom- 
panied by so many inconveniences ! It was always 
necessary to take along so many paraphernalia. 
Often he longed to seat himself in an automobile 
and go whizzing off for a few days, to return satis- 
fied and ready to work again. And such refresh- 
ment was necessary in a serious calling like his 
own — doubly necessary because he had to fight so 
much misunderstanding; it was a thankless situa- 
tion, because no one ever gave him credit for 
being independent. If he succeeded in anything, 
then all the world asked: "Who advised him?" 
If he was unsuccessful, then they said: "He did not 
understand it." "What in the cases of other 
princes is accepted as self-evident becomes in mine 
a matter of debate. And, nevertheless, the one 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF LABOR 
LEGISLATION 

November 17, 1906 

The policy of introducing legislation in the in- 
terest of the laboring classes may be said to have 
been inaugurated by Emperor William I in 1881. 
If one of its aims was to alleviate the condition of 
this class and to promote the welfare of Germany 
generally, another and perhaps its most important 
aim in Bismarck's eyes was to stem the growth of 
the Social Democratic party and bring about a 
greater sense of solidarity within the empire. In 
this latter aim of "taking the wind out of the 
sails" of the Social Democratic party it had not 
proved successful at the time of the accession of 
William II. He began his reign with the idea of 
making still further concessions and on this point 
broke with Bismarck. When these again failed 
to conciliate the Social Democrats, he took mea- 
sures to legislate against them. He declared, as we 
have seen, on one occasion: "For me, every 
Social Democrat is synonymous with enemy of 
the nation and of the Fatherland." (May 14, 1889.) 
The fact that the party has continued to increase 
has always been a thorn in his side, and his attitude 
has been more or less contradictory with regard 
to the working classes; so that occasionally, as here, 
he seems to attempt to threaten and conciliate 
at the same time. 

Twenty-five years ago to-day the late Emperor 
and King, William the Great, made his memorable 
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growing realization of the limits of the econo- 
mically possible will in all circles of the German 
people bring about its final triumph. Then the 
hope of Emperor William that the laboring man's 
insurance would be a lasting pledge of internal 
peace for the Fatherland will have been fulfilled. 
With this in mind, it is my firm will that legisla- 
tion in the domain of social and political provisions 
should not cease, but that it should be carried out 
toward the fulfilling of the highest Christian duty 
with regard to the protection and the welfare of 
the weak and needy. But the task proposed by 
the spirit of the imperial message and its lofty 
framer cannot be carried out through merely legal 
acts and provisions. I gladly recognize to-day 
that in the German people there has never been a 
lack of men and women who willingly and joyfully 
gave up their strength in loving service for the 
good of their neighbor; and to all of those who 
devote themselves in unselfish sacrifice to the great 
social work of our time I express my imperial 
thanks. 

I commission you to bring this decree to general 
notice, 

Issued to the Imperial Chancellor, Donau- 
eschingen, November 17, 1906. 

William, I. R. 
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more rapid policy of expansion. Mr. Barker is 
authority for the statement that leaders of the 
imperialistic agitation had gone so far as to rec- 
ommend that if the Reichstag did not vote the 
credits necessary for doubling the fleet, a coup d'etat 
should be effected by the government and that it 
should levy the taxes and govern in case of neces- 
sity against the will of the Reichstag or without 
the Reichstag. The expansionist policy was 
strongly advocated by the Colonial party and the 
Navy League and was championed by the Chan- 
cellor. As the Social Democrats opposed increases 
in taxation, they were likewise now specially under 
the ban of official disapproval. There are usually 
about forty parties in the Reichstag. The issue 
was, therefore, clearly drawn between a policy 
of imperialism and a stronger insistence on world- 
policy, on the one hand, and Social Democracy 
and the opposition on the other. The Emperor 
and the Chancellor, particularly the latter, threw 
themselves vigorously into the campaign, and in 
spite of the support of the Centre party the 
Social Democrats lost thirty-six representatives 
and their representation was reduced to forty- 
three. Although the Social Democrats have to a 
certain point supported the policy of commercial 
expansion, their defeat here may be looked upon 
as the unconditioned triumph of imperialism. 
On the night of February 5, when it was an- 
nounced that the Social Democrats had been de- 
feated, a crowd gathered about the palace, and 
when the Emperor returned at about midnight 
from the meeting of the Electrical Society, where 
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THE NECESSITY OF FAITH 

Munster, August 31, 1907 

The following address of a general character, 
which represents the Emperor's faith in God and 
in Germany, was delivered at a banquet in the 
Westphalian Provincial Museum. It is somewhat 
similar in its general attitude to the one delivered 
about a month later at the unveiling of the na- 
tional monument at Memel. 

I wish to express to the representatives of the 
province whom I have gathered about me to-day 
my warmest thanks for the way in which I have 
everywhere been received in this beautiful country 
of Westphalia. I would also like to repeat to you 
in the name of her Majesty, the Empress and 
Queen, how disconsolate she is that it was un- 
fortunately not possible for her to celebrate the 
Westphalian days with you and to come into per- 
sonal contact with the Westphalian people. 

The province of Westphalia offers an attractive 
picture of a state in which it has been proved pos- 
sible to reconcile historical, religious, and industrial 
differences through love and loyalty for a common 
Fatherland. The province is made up of several 
districts, of which many have for a long time be- 
longed to the crown of Prussia, while many others 

have been but recently acquired. They, however, 
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the envy of all the world. May it be permitted 
to gather together further treasures for our na- 
tional wealth and to increase abroad the good 
reputation of the thoroughness and excellence of 
German work. 

In this connection I am mindful also of those 
laborers who, in these vast industrial undertakings, 
tend the great blast-furnaces and of those who, far 
from the daylight, accomplish their work with 
steady hands in the leads of the mines. Considera- 
tion for them, for their prosperity and their welfare 
I have taken over as a precious heritage from my 
late grandfather, and it is my wish and my will, in 
the province of such social regulations, to hold 
fast to the principles laid down in the memorable 
message of Emperor William the Great. 

The lovely picture of unity which the province 
of Westphalia presents to the observer I would 
gladly see made general over our entire Father- 
land. I believe that for such a unity of all our 
citizens, of all our conditions, only one means is 
possible, and that is religion. Not, indeed, under- 
stood in the sense of strict theological doctrine, 
but in the broader sense, practical for daily life. 
I must here go back to my own experience. In 
the long period of my reign — it is now the twen- 
tieth year since I came to the throne — I have 
had to do with many men and I have had to en- 
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came of these, however, and we shall see from the 
Konigsberg speech (August 25, 1910) that the 
chastening which the Emperor had received on this 
occasion had no particularly lasting effect. Al- 
though both the interview and the telegram are 
undoubtedly authentic (the interview was pub- 
lished in official government organs in Germany, 
like the Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, and by 
the Wolff Bureau), they are not included in any 
official collection of the Emperor's utterances, and 
Penzler, of course, does not print them with the 
speeches. The interview as here given is taken 
from the account of the London Times, of October 
29, 1908. 

The Emperor, who is stated to have spoken 
with "impulsive and unusual frankness," began 
by declaring that "Englishmen, in giving the rein 
to suspicions unworthy of a great nation," were 
"mad as March hares." "What more can I do," 
he asked, "than I have done? I declared with all 
the emphasis at my command, in my speech at 
Guildhall, that my heart is set upon peace and 
that it is one of my dearest wishes to live on the 
best of terms with England. 

"My task is not of the easiest. The prevailing 

sentiment among large sections of the middle and 

lower classes of my own people is not friendly to 

England. I am, therefore, so to speak, in a 

minority in my own land, but it is a minority of 
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have crowned them with flowers." His Majesty 
continued : 

"Again, when the struggle was at its height, the 
German Government was invited by the govern- 
ments of France and Russia to join with them in 
calling upon England to put an end to the war. 
The moment had come, they said, not only to save 
the Boer republics, but also to humiliate England 
to the dust. What was my reply ? I said that so 
far from Germany joining in any concerted Euro- 
pean action to put pressure upon England and 
bring about her downfall, Germany would always 
keep aloof from politics that could bring her into 
complications with a sea power like England. Pos- 
terity will one day read the exact terms of the 
telegram — now in the archives of Windsor Castle 
— in which I informed the sovereign of England 
of the answer I had returned to the powers which 
then sought to compass her fall. Englishmen who 
now insult me by doubting my word should know 
what were my actions In the hour of their ad- 
versity." 

These were not the only proofs which his Maj- 
esty had given of sympathy with the British cause: 

"Just at the time of your Black Week, in the 

December of 1899, when disasters followed one 

another in rapid succession, I received a letter 

from Queen Victoria, my revered grandmother, 
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to attend at the last moment, he made all possible 
speed to arrive at Hamburg, where his recently 
constructed yacht Meteor was to make her 
first start. The banquet, at which the Emperor 
spoke, took place on board the Hamburg-American 
Liner Deutschland. 

Your Magnificence: 

I pray you accept my most cordial and heartfelt 
thanks for this friendly greeting in the midst of 
men so well known and sympathetic to me. It 
was, indeed, a severe struggle of conscience for 
me, placed between my duty and my pleasure, to 
have to give up eventually the pleasure of being 
the guest of Hamburg. But it goes without saying 
that, as compared with the welfare of the realm, 
personal wishes must be silent, and with a heavy 
heart I decided, therefore, to send word that it 
would not be possible for me to be your guest and 
take part in the series of sports. Happily, how- 
ever, things arranged themselves favorably. That 
ship which ycu all know, delivered to me by 
Vulcan, my yacht Hohenzollern, has again com- 
peted with her ancient and renowned reputation. 
We hurried and flew through the Baltic, and what 
the yacht could not accomplish the railroad took 
care of; and so it was possible for me to arrive in 
time for the splendid arrangements for the Ham- 
burg racing day and, while responding to the 
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Our army serves to protect it and to maintain the 
position in the world which is rightfully ours. 
For this purpose also such strenuous days of effort 
are devoted to its development. I am convinced 
that, if need arises, with the help of God and under 
His protection, it will give a fitting account of it- 
self. I ask you, Herr Burgomaster, to be the in- 
terpreter of my thanks and of those of her Majesty, 
the Empress, for the splendid and hearty reception 
which the citizens of Karlsruhe have offered us. 



EMPEROR BY DIVINE RIGHT 

KONIGSBERG, AUGUST 25, I9IO 

It was at Konigsberg that the coronation of the 
Emperor's grandfather took place, or rather, it was 
here that William I crowned himself King of 
Prussia. This express disclaimer of any responsi- 
bility to the people may be found in several 
speeches, but nowhere was the ex me mea nata 
corona attitude more forcibly expressed than on 
this occasion. Ordinarily there had been no cor- 
onations in Prussia, as they were considered a 
useless expense. As the predecessor of Emperor 
William I had granted the people a constitution, 
William I was evidently going to insist upon his 
prerogative and did so by taking the crown unto 
himself and making his famous statement. His 
conduct and that of his predecessors has been 
discussed in chapter I. 
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ing York stirred up the people with his flaming 
speeches, came the courageous decision of the 
Prussian Diet to begin the work of liberation. 
And here my grandfather, again, by his own right, 
set the Prussian crown upon his head, once more 
distinctly emphasizing the fact that it was ac- 
corded him by the will of God alone and not by 
parliament or by any assemblage of the people 
or by popular vote, and that he thus looked upon 
himself as the chosen instrument of Heaven and as 
such performed his duties as regent and sovereign. 
And adorned with this crown, forty years ago, he 
rode forth to battle to win the Emperor's crown 
also. Truly it was a long way to the time of the 
famous telegram of the Emperor to my late grand- 
mother: "What a change through the providence 
of God!" This picture would, however, be in- 
complete if I did not mention one figure which 
especially in that year had occupied and gripped 
anew the Prussians and, I may truly say, the 

rather than to the Emperor's somewhat pusillanimous ancestor, 
King Frederick William, that Prussia was liberated from the rule 
of Napoleon. York commanded the Prussian troops who were to 
serve as auxiliaries to Napoleon. On December 30, 1812, he, on 
his own authority, concluded the convention of Tauroggen with the 
Russians by which he broke with the French and declared his corps 
neutral. The vacillating Prussian King, in spite of his country's 
humiliation, was too solicitous about maintaining his throne to dare 
venture upon any really decisive action. It was popular pressure 
far more than the King's (or even the Queen's) initiative which 
brought about the national uprising against foreign domination. 
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THE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
BERLIN 

Berlin, October ii, 1910 

The active interest which the Emperor has al- 
ways taken in higher education in Germany is 
evident in the following address. If he has given 
it a powerful organization he has taken from it by 
unconscious processes a large measure of its earlier 
freedom. The professorial caste has always been 
highly influential. During the Emperor's reign it 
has been pressed into his service. Its present 
system of organization and its connection with 
the government puts the Emperor, or at least 
the minister appointed by him, in a position to 
distribute rewards. It is said that there are prac- 
tically no Social Democrats teaching in higher 
institutions of learning. 

In the early years of its foundation the univer- 
sity of Berlin rendered immense services to the 
patriotic cause, especially through the work of 
Fichte and Schleiermacher. 

To my loyal Frederick-William University, I 
offer greeting and congratulations on this its 
hundredth anniversary! 

From the day of its founding its fortunes have 
been intimately bound up with those of the Prus- 
sian-German Fatherland. When my ancestor 
King Frederick William III called it into ex- 
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for the completion of what appeared to him as 
the goal. 

His great educational plan demanded, besides 
the academies of learning and the university, in- 
dependent institutes for research as an integral 
part of the general educational organization. The 
founding of such institutions has not kept pace in 
Prussia with the development of the universities, 
and this defect, especially in our natural-science 
equipment, is becoming more and more noticeable 
as a result of the powerful forging ahead of the 
sciences. We need institutions which reach out 
beyond the limits of the universities, institutions 
untrammelled by aims of instruction, yet in close 
touch with the academy and the university, which 
shall serve entirely for research. 

To call such research institutes into being as 
soon as possible seems to me a sacred duty of the 
present, and I hold it as my task, as father of my 
country, to bespeak the general interest for this 
undertaking. This high aim requires great ex- 
pense and can be accomplished only if all circles 
interested in the progress of the sciences and in the 
welfare of the Fatherland are ready to co-operate 
in this significant task and to make sacrifices for 
it. I should like, therefore, to-day to lay upon the 
conscience and place before the eyes of every one 
the new aim with the impressive warning: "Tua 
26? 
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on its way into a new century. May she, in loyal 
remembrance of the time of her founding, preserve 
her Prussian-German character ! Learning is, in- 
deed, the common property of the whole cultural 
world, and her acquisitions to-day halt at no 
boundaries. And yet — as every nation must 
preserve its own manner of life if it would em- 
phasize its independent existence and its value for 
the whole — may the alma mater Berolinensis re- 
main forever conscious that she is a German uni- 
versity. As formerly, so may she be for all time 
the seat of German manners and of German art ! 
And may every one who has the honor to investi- 
gate, to teach, and to study within her walls de- 
vote himself to his task, filled with the sense for 
truth and for thoroughness with the earnestness 
and the love for all work which Goethe prized as 
the ornament of our people. 

May the university further exercise her splendid 
privilege of fostering true knowledge, which, as 
Humboldt has so well said, comes from man's 
inner being to be planted again in his inner being, 
which creates and reshapes character. Let her 
do this with that noble freedom which sets laws 
unto itself and with that sense of exaltation which 
comes from being the administrator of a trea- 
sure which belongs to the whole of humanity. 

"Communis hominum thesaurus situs est in magnis 
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welcomed by warm hearts. We remember with 
greatest pleasure the visit which your Majesties 
made to us last spring at Potsdam, and it was a 
welcome duty of gratitude to return it as soon as 
possible. The brilliant reception prepared for us 
by your Majesties and the Belgian people in this 
splendid capital has stirred us to the depths and 
inspires us to heartier thanks in that we see in it 
an expression of the close bond which unites not 
only our families but our peoples. It is with 
friendliest sympathy that I and all Germany follow 
the astounding results which have accrued to the 
untiring energy of the Belgian people in all depart- 
ments of trade and industry, the crowning display 
of which we have seen in the brilliantly successful 
World Exposition of this year. Belgian commerce 
embraces the whole circle of the earth, and it is in 
the peaceful work of culture that Germans and 
Belgians everywhere meet. Their cultivation of 
the more spiritual arts (ills us with similar wonder 
when we behold to what a conspicuous place the 
poets and artists of Belgium have attained. May 
the trustful and friendly feelings, to which in recent 
times the relations of our governments bore such 
pleasing evidence, be ever more closely preserved I 
From your Majesty's reign may happiness and 
blessing stream forth upon your house and upon 

your people! It is with this wish, which comes 
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cidents of their political life; for these relations 
have so changed that they cannot be applied to 
the present. You may well rejoice in many of 
the great figures and characters of antiquity, but 
Greek culture has one special trait which no other 
nation has shown. The harmony which our own 
time so sadly lacks, the Greek people showed in art, 
in life, in their motions, in their dress, yes, even in 
their systems of philosophy, and in the handling 
of their problems. I especially advise you to read 
what Chamberlain so trenchantly says on this 
point in the Introduction to his " Foundations of 
the Nineteenth Century." 

And then, above all, strive to know the history 
of your Fatherland. Learn to know the misery 
of our people in the later years of the Middle Ages, 
in the struggles between church and state and be- 
tween the princes, in the strife of creeds during the 
Thirty Years' War, when our people were trodden 
down and brought into the service of foreign peo- 
ples and dynasties with whom its interests had 
nothing in common, until the final great downfall in 
the time of Napoleon. The year 1870 first brought 
us a united German state again. And if you enter 
upon a political career, keep your eye upon the 
field as a whole, and do not be disturbed by 
parties. For these shove their interests before 

those of the Fatherland and often draw a curtain 
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versity, steel your body through sport and through 
fencing — a thing I would blame in no one — or 
through rowing; but do not seek to make a record 
for yourself by seeing who can gulp down the 
greatest number of intoxicating drinks. Those 
are customs which come to us from another time. 
If you will take this attitude in the corps and 
societies, I shall be grateful to you. We have other 
tasks now than they had in former years and must 
strengthen our knowledge of national economy 
and finances. For it is worth Germany's while to 
protect her position in the world, especially in the 
world market. Therefore we must all hold fast 
together. 

I herewith turn the flag over to you. The 
primus omnium, so I understand, will carry it and 
will consider it an honor that he is the first one to 
do so. 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION 

Hamburg, August 27, 191 1 

After a religious service for the army, the Em- 
peror and Empress visited the race-course at 
Grossborstel. The relations between Germany and 
England were becoming strained. At the time 
of the uprising in Morocco on the twenty-first 
of May, 191 1, the French general Moinier took 
measures, so he said, to protect Europeans in 
Morocco and later besieged certain native cities. 
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some reward through my good behavior, he al- 
lowed me to turn the leaves of a magnificent 
volume in which were represented the jewels, 
insignia, robes, and weapons of the Emperors, and 
finally, in brilliant colors, the crown itself. How 
his eyes glistened when he told stories of the coro- 
nations at Aix with their ceremonies and banquets, 
of Charlemagne, of Barbarossa, and their great- 
ness ! He always closed by saying: "That must 
all come again, the power of the empire must rise, 
and the glitter of the Emperor's crown must shine 
forth once more. Barbarossa must be freed from 
the tower again 1" And it was granted him by 
Providence to play a large part in the accomplish- 
ment of this great work. On the bloody field of 
battle he helped his honored father to win the 
Emperor's crown and the unity of the German 
people. 

Educated by my father for the high position 
which was one day to be mine, I grew up in wonder 
and in reverence for the Emperor's crown, which, 
with its burden and its responsibility, I have taken 
over from him. It is a sacred jewel from which, 
under God's protection, many blessings have gone 
forth upon the Fatherland and which has proved 
itself a shield for the national honor. All Ger- 
mans can look up to it with trust, and it will show 

itself the stronger the more it is surrounded and 
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VIII 
LAST MONTHS OF PEACE 

February 7, 1912— June 23, 1914 
OPENING OF THE REICHSTAG 

Berlin, February 7, 191 2 

As a result of the Morocco crisis and the increas- 
ing imminence of international difficulties, the war 
footing of the German army had been increased 
to 3,860,000 men. The navy had been steadily ex- 
tended, and projects for further increases in both 
army and navy were to be introduced at this 
session of the Reichstag and to be granted. The 
question of taxation was becoming more and more 
serious. In view of the project for increased 
armament and higher taxation, Chancellor von 
Bethmann-Hollweg had earnestly urged all parties 
to unite against the Social Democrats. His efforts 
were not nearly so successful as had been those of 
Biilow in 1907. One hundred and ten Social 
Democrats were returned. It is perhaps significant 
that at this session the Reichstag voted a bill 
creating a German oil companys which was to 
conduct its operations under the supervision of the 
government and thus render Germany more in- 
dependent of foreign countries in this regard. 

303 




i 9 i2] BRANDENBURG ONCE AGAIN 

nance of friendly relationships with all powers on 
the basis of mutual respect and good-will. 

I trust the healthy power of the German people, 
and, counting upon the support of a gracious God, 
I look out hopefully over the struggles of the day 
toward the future of the empire. Therefore, at 
the beginning of a new legislative session, I offer 
you, Honored Sirs, my greeting in the hope that 
your activities will be exerted for the benefit of 
the people and the country. 

BRANDENBURG ONCE AGAIN 

Mat 30, 191 2 

The indications of particular good-will which' 
the Emperor had always exhibited for the Bran- 
denburgers and the marks of special favor which 
he had seemed to accord to them have occasionally 
aroused a certain suspicion, not to say ill will, in 
the minds of some of his South German subjects* 
In his hereditary provinces, Brandenburg and- 
Prussia, it will be noticed that the Emperor had 
always expressed himself most freely with regard 
to his personal pretensions that he ruled by divine 
right alone. The two speeches which have been 
most criticised in this respect are the ones de- 
livered at Breslau (February 3, 1899) an( ^ Konigs- 
berg (August 25, 1910). They served, unfortu- 
nately, to accentuate the differences which existed 
between the subjects in various parts of the empire 
and to remind them that they had a Prussian Em- 
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the position and interests of Bavaria, for instance, 
became for Bavarians somewhat too incidental. 
If, then, foreign critics have drawn a distinction 
between Prussia and Germany, the distinction has, 
therefore, a certain warrant, since it seems to be 
made by the Emperor himself. The heir to the 
Bavarian crown took occasion to object in one of 
his speeches to the conception that the affiliated 
sovereigns are "vassals of the Emperor." That he 
should have gone so far would indicate that, in his 
mind at least, there was a disposition to make them 
so. He was even more emphatic in a speech de- 
livered in May, 1900, before the Association for 
the Furtherance of Inland Navigation in Bavaria* 
"I do not see," he said, "why we, if we belong to 
the German Empire should not enjoy precisely 
the same rights and privileges as North Germany, 
for the German Empire was welded together just 
as much through Bavarian blood as through the 
blood of any other German stock; and for that 
reason we do not wish to be regarded as minor 
brothers, but as brothers with full rights and 
privileges." So, too, it is said that the King of 
Wiirtemberg left the Emperor's side in anger and 
withdrew from the army manoeuvres in 1894. I* 
will be plain to any one who reads the Emperor's 
speeches that very few of them are made in South 
Germany. Munich, Leipzig, and Stuttgart have 
been visited by him less frequently than certain 
foreign capitals. This is due in part, no doubt, 
to the fact that the reigning sovereigns of these 
capitals do not wish to see a greater at their side. 
But it is likewise true that in most of these dis- 
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with folded arms we should watch our enemies 
prepare themselves for an underhand attack. 
They do not wish to allow us in loyal determina- 
tion to stand by our ally, who is fighting for his 
position as a great power and with whose humilia- 
tion our own power and honor will also be lost. So 
the sword must decide ! The enemy surprises us 
while we are entirely at peace. Therefore, to 
arms ! Any wavering, any hesitation would be 
treachery to the Fatherland. We must fight for 
the existence or non-existence of our empire, which 
our fathers lately founded for themselves; for 
the existence or non-existence of German power 
and German life. We shall fight to the last breath 
of man and horse, and we shall continue this con- 
flict against a world of enemies. Germany has 
never yet been conquered as long as she was united. 
Go forward with God, who will be with us as He 
was with our fathers. 

(Signed) William, I. R. 

Berux, August 6, 1914. 
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man soldiers. In every one of 3 
eager, unconquerable will to triii 
of you knows how to die like a 
Think of our great and glorious ] 
that you are Germans. God he 

(Signed) V 

Berlin, August 6, 1914. 

PROCLAMATION TO THE GE1 

Berlin, August 6, 1914 

The following proclamation wa 
evening of this date: 

To the German- People: 

Since the founding of the empin 
years it has been the earnest aim 
and myself to maintain peace wit 
te further our powerful advance 
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with folded arms we should watch our enemies 
prepare themselves for an underhand attack. 
They do not wish to allow us in loyal determina- 
tion to stand by our ally, who is fighting for his 
position as a great power and with whose humilia- 
tion our own power and honor will also be lost. So 
the sword must decide ! The enemy surprises us 
while we are entirely at peace. Therefore, to 
arms! Any wavering, any hesitation would be 
treachery to the Fatherland. We must fight for 
the existence or non-existence of our empire, which 
our fathers lately founded for themselves; for 
the existence or non-existence of German power 
and German life. We shall fight to the last breath 
of man and horse, and we shall continue this con- 
flict against a world of enemies. Germany has 
never yet been conquered as long as she was united; 
Go forward with God, who will be with us as He 
was with our fathers. 

(Signed) William, I. R. 

Bekuv, August 6> 1914. 
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